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| HE following ſbort treatiſe upon church-fel- 
lowſhip, ſuficiently re itſelf to ev 
eligent and unbiaſſed reader: but after the 
reſt was ſet a- going, being importuned by a Reve- 
Brother, whom I highly efteem, to declare my 
timents about it to the public, I can with all 
ehm affirm, that I did read the mannſcript - 
ith great pleaſure. The cenciſeneſs, and at the 
me time the perſpicuity in which it is wrote ; to- 
uber with the ſtrength and ſolidity of the argu- 
t, will undoubtedly ſet it far above any recom» 
lation of mine. Howbeit, at fuch'a time as 
his, when it cannot be known, by the conduct of 
any profeſſors, what denomination of Chriſtians 
vy belong to, I cannot help being of opinion, that 
careful peruſal of this fmall performance, will, 
the divine bleſſing, be a means of their walking 
re cloſely with God, according to the unerring 
of his word; and likewiſe of promoting bro- 
terly love towards one another, in all the duties of - 
Inftian fellowſhip. —— That this ſbort diſſertation 
uy anſwer theſe valuable ends, is, without the 
ut privity of the Reverend Author, the fincere 


fre of 


Jagow, 24th Auguſt, 
1770. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IE profeſſed defiga of the following ſheets, is 
to give the ſcripture · line, which 2 as 
ids the criminal exceſſes of bigatry and libarti. 
i. It is indeed become extremely difficult to 
erve a juſt medium, without ing to one 
other of theſe dangerous extremes, elpecialy - 
nige like this, wherein diviſions abound among. 

Gints, and the nature, purpoſes, and limits 
Chriſtian fellowſhip are but little attended 0 
|, by the moſt part, but il waderſtagd, ' 


The preciſe zealdt, whoſe good opinion and 
od wiſhes are confined to the party be belongs 
and whoſe cruel cenſures are indiſcrimi 
vun out upon all that do not think, and 

| aft, in exact conformity to his own views, 
upon principle, and thinks he is doing God 
ice, in proportion as he finds his mind warms - 
in a cauſe which he ſuppoſes to have an ex- 
ve title to be denominated the cauſe of GO 
| truth. Such a perſon circumſcribes his 
ity within the. narrow circle of theſe w 
ore what he approves, and do what he him - 
does, He examines every ſcheme of reli- 


Ju — hay by his o apprehenſions 
acerning bath; and pronounces every 


c perſon: 
o does not vome up fully to his ſtandard, ei- 
r blind to the knowledge of the dactrine of 
wit, or diſaffected to powerful godlineſs. Per- 
Wed that his own ſentiments are founded on 
oracles of God, and that his views of the 
an of ſeripture · truth are both accurate and ex 
Wire, he conſiders every one Who denics che 
| 2 2 heat: 


ſuch an union and harmony, will prompt him 


SY 


vv ADVERTISEMENT, 
leaſt jot of what he maintains, or even who n 
not allow all that he believes, as an enemy to 
ligion. Under this view, he is firmly perſua 
that he ought to cenſure all who walk not wi 
him; and the tranſition is ſhort, and ſometin 

ick, from cenſuring their cauſe, to conden 
and diſlike their perſons,  . 


The lax catholic profeſſor, who breaks throy 
every decent uſeful regard to the limited intin 
cies of church-fellowſhip, in ſtated regular 

tachments to particular ſocieties, congregatia! 
and churches, and who pretends to held an eq 
_ communion with all denominations of Chriſtia 
as far as they will permit him,—he alſo errs up 
principle, and believes it is an improvement in 
divine life, to ſet aſide every impediment wt 
ever, to the, moſt extenſive viſible communion 
mong the ſaints, Upon his principles it is rt 
ſonable to expect, that his wiſhes to promi 


diſcourage every peculiarity in the ſyſtem of x 
ccived principles in every church. When 
gives place to reflection upon the many and 
rious ſyſtems he ſees in the religious world, 
perceives a mixture of good and bad in every « 
nomination, and finds not only ſome holy n 
in each, but ſome characteriſtic opinion or | 
vice that ſeems to have the ſtamp of divine in 
tution, in all. Imagining that all the eſſential 
pure and undefiled religion are common to eu 
claſs of profeſſing Chriſtians, he boldly are 
that every peculiarity is but @ circumſtance, i 
however clear its foundation may be in the we 
of God, it is not neceſſary to ſalvation; con 
quently he judges it imprudent and crimindl 
| inſiſt upon it, at the expence or hazard of | 

potions about an univerſal coalition of the peo 


ADVERTISEMENT. vii 
God in one viſible communion, ' He treats all 
« differ from him, as perſons that do not un- 
zznd the genius, that do not poſltſs the ſpirit 
Chriſtianity. * While he cenſures bigotry with 
utmoſt ſeverity, he is not ſenſible that his 
nciples are much the ſame with the moſt con · 
ed bigot's. The only material difference lies 
re; he is an enthuſiaſt for an impracticable 
heme of religious viſible fellowſhip, which is 
ly ſpeculative, as well as unſcriptural ; and 
bigot he deſpiſes, is no leſs zealous for an un- 
rural, but practicable ſyſtem of communion. 
e one and the other are, however, equally 
ached to their own opinions reſpectively; 
t each of them blind to their own weakneſſes. 


Thi Eſſay is an honeſt attempt to guard Chri- 
ws againſt both theſe- extremes, by ſtating a 
ad appeal to the word of God, and to ſound. 


uon. : N ts 


Erroneous eoneluſions have often been ſuppo® 
to ariſe out of ſound principles. This is a 
mon caſe, when theſe principles are viewed 
i wrong light. Becauſe finners are ſaved by 
we, and juſtified only by faith} Antinomians 
If the neceſſity of good works in them that 
eve, — no man ſhall ſee the Lord 

out holineſs, legaliſts affirt that good works 
eure the favour of God. Antinomians and 


jon good principles, which — 4 ave firſt re- 
ented to their minds in a falſe light. 


Ide caſe is preciſely the ſame with bigotted 
dots and libertines, in their reſpective notions 
church- communion. It is the indiſpenſable 
of church · members to obſerve all the ordi- 
nances 


kits reſpectively build their dangerous errors 


W ADVERTISEMENT 
s of Chriſt, as well as to believe the wh, 
tyſtem of his doctrines; therefore the contrad 
biget fancies he muſt confine his charity 
Nenn It is che indif; 
ble ney be the ſaints to love all that love 
. 
. &hinker imagines Ty hed 
— 99 — 
lar and more private connections. Both part 
go upon good and yſcful principles, and bod 
chem draw falſe and erroneous concluſions. 


My intention in this Eſſay, is net to baly 
the iniquity and miſchief of the one againſt 
other, by way of compariſon; but zo maxi 
the abſurdity and ill conſequences of theſe err 
neous concluſions they ſeverally draw from pri 
ciples which will not Ana inference, 


be reader is neither to expect in it a-vindic 
tion of any one claſs of Chriſtians, nor an attac 
upon others. It is indeed my firm belief, that 
model of the Chriſtian church is an eſſeni 
branch of revealed truth, and that the Preſby 

rian form of order and diſcipline is moſt agreeab 
to the mind of Chriſt: but theſe points axe 

ways ſuppoſed throughout the following pe 
formance, having, after many abler pens emplc 
ed in that cauſe, alſo ſhewn-mine opinion, in 
book publiſhed laſt year, entitled, An humbl:; 
tempt to exbibit a ſcriptural view of the conſi 
tion, order, dijcipline, and fellowſbip of the Ch 
tian church. The principles explained and eit 
bliſhed in that book, are the foundation of d 
little piece, which may therefore be coulid: 
as a ſequel and improvement of it. 


— — 2 


ADVERTISEMENT, ir 
No particular notice is taken of the Seceffion 
m the judicatories of the church of Scotland, 
web I conſider it only as a ſeaſonable and du- 
| attachment to that ſyſtem of doctrine, wor- 
p, diſcipline, and church-government, which 
delivered in the oracles of God, and drawn out 
the Weſtminſter aſſembly's Confeſſion of Faith, 
thiſms, Directory, and Form of Preſtyterial 
uch government. The only circumſtance 


cd, in a way of ſeceſſion, is the too evident 


ent ſyſtem by the eſtabliſned church, which 
ſtinately perſeveres in exerciſing cruelty and 
lence againſt faithful miniſters and people, 
ile ſhe neglects the due adminiſtration of 
wrous diſcipline upon the erroneous and im- 
rl. May theſe cauſes ſoon ceaſe; and may 
very name of Seceſſion be forgot, in an united 


ſelf, and to walk together with true zeal and 
ty in his truths | _ | 


The leading topics in this Eſſay are neither pe- 
n to ſociety. The opponent, whoever he may 


nmon ſenſe, as an enemy to the welfare of the 
ch, and a ſtranger to the world and himſelf. 


Wy earneſt prayer is, that God would merci- 
lh enlighten the minds of his people, and unite 


pure and entire all the ordinances of Chriſt. 


| * ARCHIBALD HALL, 


— 
— — . —— —— — 
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r hearts, in receiving, obſerving, and keep- 


HD — 


- 


has occaſioned their attachment to be mani- 


| intolerable corruption of this divinely ex- 


leavour of all that fear God to return to 


ar to one party nor another. They are com- 


i repreſented as a rebel againſt God and 


A —— tru ——ͤ — 
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HE conditions and purpoſes of mankind 
ſuggeſt the utility and the terms of theie 
ſocial connections. The general princi-. 
ls, that conſtitute ſociety, are the ſame in bar- 
bus regions, and in the countries refined by 
be knowledge of the liberal arts. Men are at 
aſt as much a lau to #hem/elves d SCL LIFE, 
in any branch of morality. Ciroamfſtantial im- 
rorements, and theſe of the higheſt concern to 
uman nature, are the happy conſequente of 
at diſcernment and light, which elevate ſome 
ations and ſocieties above others. But the fun- 
mental terms of ſocjery, in its radeſt ſtars, are 
ther ſuggeſted by inſtinct, or the reſult of the 


* 


ot ſuperficial obſervation. 


Without attending to the general ſyſtem of ſo- 
ety, our notions about particular. branches of it 
| ſt de vague, and precarious, if not in many 
ſpects falſe,” one 22 i 


Even our conceptions about RELIGIOUS 7 
0WSHIP, or THE COMMUNION or SAINTS, 
duſt be extremely imperfect, unleſs che naturt 
nd laws of ſocicty are carefully attended to. 

13 Many 


2 CHURCH-FELLOVS HII. 
Many things are common to all ſocieties; and! 
would be folly to attempt to find every ſuch d 
ſential idea in a poſitive, expreſs ſcripture.inhj 
tation reſpecting the church. There are fog 
circumſtances concerning— the church, comme 
to human—ſocieties, which are to be ordered} 
the light of nature, and Chriſtian prudenc 
N. B. according to the general rules of the wr 
- which are always to be obſerved +.” 


To introduce what I have to offer concerm 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNION, it will be proper: 
give ſome account | | 


_ Of ſaciety in general. 


The conſtitution of human nature, like f 
whole ſyſtem of creation, is adapted to comm 
nicate and receive ſocial energy. The influene 
of attraction or repulſion is viſible through all u 
ture. Mankind are endued with capacities a 
diſpoſitions to enjoy much Twine the in comp 
ny; and the diverſities of their genius, temp 
taſte, and fituation, afford individuals many oc 
caſions of intellectual improvement, open a nt 
ſource of ſelf-knowledge, and excite to mar 
uſeful, entertaining, benevolent, and pleaſu 
purſuits, while the field is kept clear for er 
adventurer, to endeavour the general welfare 
his neighbour, by a life employed in benefice! 
actions. | 


' 
u 


Neceſſity is the irreſiſtible inducement that in 
pels men to form and maintain regular conn 


1 Weſtminſter Confcſhon, chap. i. ſed. & 


CHURCH:FELLOWSHIP. 3 
ns, Where- ever this neceſſity operates, it 
duces ſimilar effects. It is founded in the af- 
Mont, which are inſeparable from humanity, 
4 directed in their bias by the notions of the 
aderſtanding. Hence every man is attached to 
ery of ſome fort; and yet there is an endleſs 
ariety of connections in the world. The bar- 
vrous Hottentot, and the wildeſt American ſa- 
ge, have each his paſſion for its charms and 
znefits, as well as the moſt refined philoſopher : 
ad it is hard to determine which of them is moſt 
xdined that way. The ſavage knows little, and 
herefore has few defires. The philoſopher's 
nnd is enriched with obſervations and reflec- 
ions, and therefore his defires are extenſive, and 
ws connections in ſociety more noble and impor- 
ant in their nature and defign, than the barba» 
an can poſſibly reach, on account of his wretch- 
d ignorance. Deſire follows knowledge . But 
here is great reaſon to believe, that mankind 
me much the ſame deſires after ſociety, accor» 
Ing to the notions they have of its. nature, and 
ke purpoſes to be obtained by it. 22 


The moſt improved ate of ſociety, and the love 
ſcience, are inſeparable companions. They 
und or fall together; and they wax or wane 
ich an even pace. | e 


but without launching into ſpeculations on a 
dect, which is practical in its nature, and is 
ay to be conſidered at preſent with a view to 
row light on the duty of Chriſtians in church» 
lowſhip; I ſhall collect ſome of the moſt gene» 
u notions of ſociety, which are inſeparable From 


* [gpati nulla cupido. 5 | 
| Az it 


J | e 
a CHURCH-FELLOWSHTR. 
it in the moſt unpoliſhed ſtatæ of mankind; 
upon which every refinement of civilized n 
ners is built, in places of the world, and ib ap 
enlightened with good ſenſe, and improved yi 
Fe taſte. PRES 


\ 


1. There is a certain inſtinctive tendency 
mankind to entertain a common regard to 
another. 'This is a work of the law, which 
naturally written on every man's heart, E 
Heathens knew that malice, envy, malignity, us 
of natural aſtection, and ſuch hke crimes, dy 
ved death, Rom. i. The apoſtle appeals agi 
fuch vile tempèrs to the dictates. of conſcieng 
and the general ſenſe of mankind, Rom. ii. 
25. © For when the Gentiles, which have 
4 the law, do by nature the things contained 
the law, theſe having not the law, areal 
© unto themſelves : which ſhew the work of i 
* law written. in their hearts, their conſcie: 
4 alfo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts 
5. mean while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one: 
& other.” The moral law is for ſubſtance t 
law of nature; and the ſum of its obligations 
. wards men is comprehended in leaving our ne 
bour as ourſelves, Matth. xxii. 39. Intereſts a 
prejudice indeed are too powerful for priach 
in many caſes ; and every country furniſhes i 
many examples of men being carried to the m 
Hocking extremes of wanton barbarity, in «« 
'tempt of all humanity, But there is no nat 
under heaven, where theſe outrages are coun 
nanced by the fenfe of the people, except upot 
fxſtem of juriſprudence, imperfe and abſurd 
4 is, which is eſtabliſhed among chem, and tt 
yr think the good of mankind obliges them 
obſerve it. Their notions may be falſe, and ii 


CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. y 
unners abſurd, and even brutal ; but while they 
Fr upon principle, . and are inhuman and unna- 
inal by rule, this is no objection to the general 
fition, —That there is a certain inflinfive ten- 
ry in their breaſts to entertain a common regard 
\ mankind. | | 

2. The ſentiments and manners of mankind; 
ich depend upon thouſands of circumſtances, 
ut form the character and conduct of perſons 
ad ſocieties, are widely different through the 
rd, The early impreflions of education, the 
ice. of cuſtom, the authority of names, and 
ny, many other cauſes, tinge the mind with 
judice, and become rooted principles of error 
xd miſcondudt. Almoſt every man has ſomes» 
ling peculiar to himſelf. There is ſomething 
fize, and yet with ſome difference, in the ſenti- 
and manners of all men, not unlike the 


the ſhape of the body and form of the eoun -; 
nance, that ſhzw mankind to be of one ſpecies, 
d yet diſtænguiſh individuals. A family-like-- 
and a» national character are become prover- 


3. Amidſt this variety, the common regards 
mankind are far from being ſufficient to unite 
em in cloſe enough connections for their com- 
m. This truth was not left to the ſlow inveſti 
mon of either reaſoning or experience. Adam 
cerned it previous to the excrciſe of his rea- 
ning powers, and before he had the leaſt expe- 
ice of the nature of ſocicty with his own ipe- 
When“ the Lord God had made the rib; 
vhich he took from the man, a woman, he 
brought her to the man: and Adam faid, 
A3 ._ | 


ried uniformity (if I may uſe the expreſſion) / 5 


6 CHURCH-FELLOWSEII. 
& This is now bone of my bones, and fleſh 
« my fleſh; ſhe ſhall be called Woman, becayl 
« ſhe was taken out of man. Therefore ſhall 
% man leave his father and his mother, and 
«' cleave unto his wife: and they twain ſtall 
c“ one fleſh,” Gen. ii. 22. 23. 24. This was d 
firſt ſociety that ever exiſted among mankin 
and was a pattern for all their poſterity, ( 
this account our Lord corrects the error of n 
Jews, on the head of polygamy and divorce, | 
appealing to. what was from the beginning, Ma 
| Xix. 8. Mark x. 6. 7. 8. 9. There have be 
ſuch monſters as have held the truth in unri 
teouſneſs in every age, and in every country; 
there is no example of any man or woman, nl 
was content to live upon equal terms of undiſi 
guiſhing friendſhip with all mankind. The 1 
ceſſity of cloſe and particular connections is u 
verſally perceived, felt, confeſſed, and ſubmi 
ted to, as the only means of making life u 
rable. | | 


— — — 3 


* 3 — — 1 


4. The laws of fociety muſt be ſacredly obi 
ved. In barbarous countries this ſyſtem muſt 
very imperfect; but the purpoſes to be obtaing 
by it are in proportion general and unimport 
to the honour and comfort of mankind. 2 
mong people that are more civilized, we find 
ſyſtem of legiſlation more refined, and better 
culated to obtain high and noble ends. Wt 
ever differences may take place between the 
deſt ſtate of nature, and the moſt poliſhed 1 
finements of ſocial life, nature uniformly prom 
men in both of them to have a ſacred regard 
the laws of their ſociety. Neceflity and indu 


tion combine all their influence to induce tht 


CHURCH-FELL OWSHIP, 7 
s courſe, the very exiſtence of ſociety de · 
ding upon it. | , 


. Nature perceives, without the help of in- 
tion, that the private intimacies of ſocial 
azection are ſo far irom ſuperſeding, or even 
juring a public ſpirit, and a generous regard to 
+ welfare of mankind, in the moſt extenfive 
ncerns of human life, that they are the beft 
curity for both. If there are a few inſtances 
herein they interfere, the mutual affiſtances - 
ey contribute to each other are ſo much great- 
and more numerous, that they have always 
1 thought perfectly harmoniaus, and neceſ- 
to one another. The barbarian never dif- 
ted from the opinion of the philoſopher, con- 
ning their mutual ſubſerviency and helpful - 
b in general. Where ſociety is leaſt perfect, 
be ſure the advantages of it are feweſt and 
palleſt in proportion; but as ſociety comes to 
more improved, the bencfits of it become e- 
ully greater and ſweeter in every relation pu- 
e and private. This has been the uniform ex- 
ence af e very nat · on, ſince men were divided 
to different nations to dwell upon the face of 
e earth. os 


The indutgent huſband, the loving parent, 
e kind maſter, the go d neighbour, and the 
duſtrious man who looks well to his own af- 
rs, hive always been reckoned the beſt friends 
d the public welfare. This has been found, in 
Kt, as jut a way of thinking, as it has been ge- 
ral; and demonſtrates my poſition, that 4 
a regard to private intimacies in ſocial connec- 
m, is perfectly conſiſient with, and even advan- 
$e0us to the good of the public. A public ſpirit 
7 : . 15 


* 


* CHUACH-FELLOWSHir 
is not that abſurd thing which deſtroys the & 
rities and reaſonable obligations of inferior ſoc 
ties, under the pretence of cultivating a cathd 
love to mankind, upon the moſt general w 
ſtinguiſhing principles. A public ſpirit undou 
_ Edly implies an open, candid, and charng 
. temper of mind towards our neighbour, and 
that is his; but it always ſuppoſes the perk 
pofſefied of it, to be ſtriftly attached to everyy 
vate ſocial connection, without which it is 
' poffible the general ends of fociety can ever 
effectually obtained. 


6. The regulations of ſociety in private li 
conſtirnate an efiential branch of the general 
ſtem of juriſprudence in every public ſoa 
The memoirs of every country vouch for 
fact; and the moſt ſuperficial reflection diſco 
a good reaſon for it. The leaſt and the large 
ſocieties are united upon certain conditions: at 
theſe conditions are the principles of their 
Fution, All large ſocieties are formed on 
ſuch as are originally fmall ; and all public ſod 
ties comprehend many private ones. The d 
racter, — and behaviour of individu 
are reaſonable, objects of confideration, in 
leaſt and moſt private ſociety : and, for the ſu 
reaſon, the regulations of every ſuch ſociety, 
an important object of confideration, in the j 
Tifprudence of every country. 


Theſe general obfervations do not maker 
addition to the knowledge of almoſt any mane 
dued with a very moderate fhare of underita 
ing. They are only reflections upon life; 1 
dhe moſt they pretend to, is, à compendious! 


„ 
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ſocial life, as it really exiſts, anden upon 
principles of common ſenſe, 


\eſe premiſſes will be of ſome ſervice in opens 
the communion of ſaints, as they ſhew what 
ture teacheth on the ſubject of ſociety: and her 
„ have their uſe in many points of religion, 
Gor xi, 1,16. I ſhall therefore proceed to 
conſideration of what is more particularly 
goed far the fatisfaftion of the reader in this 
iortatiC » Which. is to treat 25 


of church-comninive 


Mr there is @ communion among the faints, 
{ is both an ancient, and a general article of 
; Chriſtian faith, . But, like” many others, it 
nore commonly ſuppoſed, than well under- 
By a ſtrange infatuation, it frequently 
that general truths are neglected, while 
Nes and ignorance operate, with an un 
wed energy, to hinder mankind from juſt 
| ir application of what every body 
x ſome nation about. Hence the multitude 
rome dupes, gither to their own indolent pew 
to che arts of deligning men. ; 


That the point in hand may be en 4 with 
tion, ſo as either to eſtabliſh truth, or 
open ta a candid detection, I ſhall e tu 


three things: 


1. To ſtate and inuſtrate the nature of churche 
amunon, in ſeveral propoſitions. 
. To deduce a few in ferences from that us 
ation of i it. And, 
> To give ſonie difetions concerning it. 
CHAP. 


5 F OR Chriſtians to join themſelves i in 


| 2 nature, 1 and purpoſes of it 


: propoſitions. | 


feciety, in common with Nun. of any 12 


things, which conſtitute the very nature of | 
' Focial - fellowſhip, between the church and ot! 


ber being fo often repreſented in the ſcriptu 


Kc. Heb, xii. 22. 1 Tun. iii. 1 5. Match. Li 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the nature of W e 


lar ſocieties and connęctions, in ne 
carry on the great interefts of religion, ax 
to be both a duty and a privilege. As 445 
ſtands upon the ſureſt foundations; and as; 
vile ge, it is attended with excellent advanty 


far as my prefent defign is concerned about the 
may be ſufficiently illuſtrated in the follow 


Prop. 1. The church has every thin, 2 fea 


Weak minds may perhaps move a doubt u 
this head, becauſe the church is a. kingdom nt 
this world, and'becauſe her members are of « 
ther ſoirit, and united for other purpoſes, d 
the men of the world. Here the doctrine 
true, but the application of it wrong, 
church is not of this world; but it does not 
low, that there is an eſſential difference, in tl 


ſocieties. Without allowing that every thing 
ſential to ſociety, belongs to the church in « 
mon with all ſocieties, we can never account! 


under images borrowed from civil ſocieties, - 9 
is called a city, an houſe, a kingdom, a — 


* 
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ü. 15. The propriety of theſe alluſions 
| be * in 42 truth of my po- 


And if the church has every thing eſſential to 
in common with ſocieties of any kind, it 
ows, that the arguments, taken from the light 
ture, and Chriſtian prudence, according to 
general rules of the word, are concluſive and 
inent, when applied to the concerns of the 
in ſuch points as are common and cflen-- 


Ech, 


to every ſociety. 8 


Irop. 2. The members of the viſible church are 
| as profeſs their faith in Chriſt, and obedience 
Im, with their children.  < 5 


Many are hypocritical in fuch profeſſions, and 
not cordial in their pretenſions. It has al- 
been ſo, and there is much reaſon to believe: 
vill be ſo, while the world ſtands. But, 
oh their hypocriſy expoſes them to the re- 
ments of omniſcient jealouſy, which wilk not 
mocked, it cannot exclude them from mem- 
hip in the viſible church. Judas Ifcariot, 
uch a ſon of perdition, was reckoned among 
choſen twelve. Simon, who had been a 
pician.or ſorcerer, was baptized upon a pro- 
won of his faith, though he was ſtill in the 
of bitterneſs, and in-the bond of iniquity. 
thing avails in the ſight of God, but à new 
ure, But God, as was moſt fit, hath reſer- 
to himſelf the prerogative of judging the ſe- 
ws of the heart; and hath pointed out certain 
earances, that may prove falſe and deceitful, 
& the rule of human judgment, which there» 
i not mfallible, : 233 
| Theſe 


of God, of the ſpirituality o 
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Theſe appearatirey are few and imply, 
they are every way ſufficient- to anſwer al 
— of their tellowſhip in the goſpel. 
hey muſt have ſome knowledge of the perfeſi 
| | 7 his law, of che! 
vereignty of his grace, and of their: nee 
- Chriſt, with his univerſal ſuitableneſs and fy 
ciency, Rom. x. 3. 4. Eph: ii. 8. (2.)" 
muſt preſeſi their belief of theſe capital articg 
Chriſtianity, upon which the whole ſyſtem! 
privileges and duties is built, Acts viii. 37. N. 
X. 9. 10. (3.) They muſt depart from all lu 
iniquity, 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 11. 2 Tim. ii, 19, 
i. 15. 16. (4.) They muſt expreſs their / 
and love 4 the truth, and, as an evidence of d 
their reſolution to yield a chearful obedieda 
all divine inſtitutions according to the ſcripu 
2 Cor. viii. 5. - We ſhould expect fuch fruits 
. theſe in every real Chriſtian, advanced to a 
neſs of reaſon and underſtanding: and whe 
ever — are found, charity forbids every1 
worthy ſuſpicion concerning that perſon's G 
ſtianity.— The infants of ſuch as are member 
the viſible church, though they cannot 1 
_ theſe fruits in their infancy, are to be reckat 
among the members of the viſible church, u 
their impious courſes demonſtrate that the) 
'« without Chriſt, being aliens from the d 
«© mon- wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from 
« covenants of promiſe, having no hope, 
« without God in the world,” Eph. ii. 12. 
illuſtration and proof of the memberſhip of | 
children would be too tedions, beſides that 
"are impertinent, for my preſent purpoſe. 1 
reader is referred to the explications and d 
ces of the doctrine of infant-baptifor, for fub 
on. | 

F 
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From what has been aid on the character of 

urch members, it is plain, that their member- 
ip is not to be eſtimated by the place of their 
wth or reſidence :—that it does not depend on 


ir external ny 1 :—and- that their viſible 
if adult, is founded on their 
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Prop. 3. Chriftians are called by the goſpel to 
holy fellowſhip, and are under the ſtrungeſt obli- 
int to cultivate that fellowſbip with mutual 


51. * 


That Chriſtians are called by the goſpel, to an 
ly fellowſhip together, is very evident from 
eſe conſiderations. (1.) The deſcriptions of 
e Chriſtian church, which is called a flock, an 
we, a city, a kingdom, &c. clearly fuggeſt an 
la of ſocial communion. (2.) The uniting in- 
hence of the goſpel-ſcheme deſerves particular 
nfideration, The faints have a joint intereſt 
d concernment in ſuch excellent things as di- 
t and oblige them to be united in heart and 
fection, in tellowſhip and practice: Eph. iv. 3. 
5. 6.“ Endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are calfed in 
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptiſm, ont God and 'Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all; and in 
you all.“ (3.) This fellowſhip is exemplified 
Huch inſtances as have the force and obligation 
alaw to direct and bind the conſcience. We 
compaſſed about with a great cloud of ho- 
urable witneſſes on this point. The ſaints have. 
is been companions of all them that feared 
. As ſpon as any believed in che apoſtolic 
| B age, . 


/ 


© they continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles ä 1 


ve may know what the apoſtle means by this 


And the defilements of a ſinful age; and-C 
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age, we find they immediately joined themſche 
2 ſaints, — continued Redfafty in fell, 
ſhip with them: Acts ii. 41. 42. 47. © The 
they that gladly received his word were ha 
« tized : and the ſame day there were added u 
cc to them about three thouſand ſouls. 


« trine and feHowſhip, and in breaking of brea 
« and in prayers.— And the Lord added 
& the church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaw: 
(4) It is expreſsly commandedas a duty which cut 
itutes a remarkable branch of practical religia 
Phil. i. 27. © Only let your converſation þ 
ec jt becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” - Andth 


werſation which becometh the goſpel of Chrifl, | 
Raine in the ſame verſe, 4 1 — 
« FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH ONE um. 
© $TRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAIT 
© OF THE GOSPEL.” The laſt expreſſion 
evidently intended to explain the firſt. Ant 
(5.) The manifold advantages of this holy f 
lowſhip are a great recommendation of it: f 
it gives courage to every Chriſtian to profeſs a 
practiſe his religion, when many Ra as are et 
aged T mutual agreement in the ſame profe 
on and practice; —it is more for the parti 
edification of Chriſtians, that ſuch ſocieties ſhor 
be formed, where the word of Chriſt is conſtar 
ly preached, where the ordinances of Chriſt 
adminiſtered,” and the religion of Chriſt is he 
forth in a ſocial and honourable. manner to 
world; — ſuch an holy fellowſhip and agreeme 
ro walk together in the ways of Chriſt, i 
happy guard againſt backſliding and apoſtacy; 
is a defence againſt the temptations of the wo 


* 


gans, thus united together by mutual acquaint- 
ice and agreement, can give each other better 


jon, whether public or private. 


oO 


hich combine ther weight and authority to 
noage Chriſtians to join in an holy and intimate 
low ſhip, are ſtrong inducements to an ardent 
al in maintaining and cultivating that fellow- 
ip, when it is once formed. The purpoſes of 
briſtian communiory are practical, and can on- 
be fully obtained by perſeverance, and un- 

ied endeavours in the proſecution of them. 
0 be remiſs and neglectful in this point, is a 
tical denial of the principles of it, and im- 
lies an acknowledgment of their inſufficiency 
r the ends of theif revelation to men. 


undation of revealed truth. 


1 


x wu ever be diſputed, But ſtrange as it may 
pear, the fact is certain. The methods of ma- 
zing the conteſt are many and various, but 


the word of God their only rule to direct 
em, how they may glori'y and enjoy God. 
| foundation can no man lay,” for the 
, obedience, and fellowſhip of the Chriſtian 
wrch, “ than that is laid,” 1 Cor. iii. 11. What- 
reſpect that aſſertion may have to individual 
ns, it is manifeſt, that the original deſign of 
Holy Ghoſt in it, is to repreſent Chriſt as the 
dation of the communion of ſaints in their 
fait: for the apoſtle is reproving that 
a B 2 8 contentious, 
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Fance in every thing that relates to reli. 


Such a variety of concurrin! obligations, 


Prop. 4. Chriftian fellowſhip 1s built upon the 


t may truly ſeem ſtrange, that this propoſitions | 


of them odious to ſuch as are determined to 


* 
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contentious humour which prevailed in 
church of Corinth; and to expoſe the abſurd 
of it, he puts the members in mind of an imm 
that repreſents the folly of their bad tempen i 
very — light—Te are God's building, verſ. 
ln purſuing this argument, he obſerves, f 
a building, though compoſed of many detachy 
parts, is one whole, and has but one foundati 
and therefore they ſhould be one among the 
ſelves. He urges this argument further, by d 
ſcribing the materials of which this ſacred ed 
fice is built. Wood, hay, and ſtubble, would d 
grace the foundation, and endanger the fabric 
therefore they muſt only build gold, filver, i 
precious ſtones, upon this precious toundatia 
verl. 12.--15. As Chriſtians ſhould unite up 
clear ſcriptural principles, ſo their ſentimen 
and practices ſhould ſhine, is that holy ſtate, i 
all the ſimplicity and beauty of unfeigned fait 


= — 


and of trur honneia. 


The propoſition I have laid down concernit 
the foundation of Chriſtian fellouſbip, which isa 
firmed to be revealed truth, might be ſuppon 
with a great compaſs of ſolid proof. (1.) U 
nature of the church, which is the fin gam 
Chrift, and is not of this world, is a manitet 
monſtration of it, John xviii. 36. Being f 
kingdom of Chrift, ſhe muſt acknowledge nojudy 
king, or lawgiver, but Chriſt only; becauſe 
would not be His KINGDOM, if dhe acknd 
ledged any other; and being. not of this wi 
- ſhe muſt be ſpiritual in her conſtitution, andi 
dependent on the pleaſure and authority of ne 
(2.) The characters of grown church members, x 
niſh another evidence of this point. They m 
profeſs faith in Chriſt, and obedience” t0 2 
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ith is a. crediting the divine teſtimony concern - 
s him; and obedience to Chriſt, is an obe - 
Lace to his authority, This teſtimony and au- 
rity are only to be expected or found in the 
riptures, Which teſtify of him, and declare his, 
aſure to men. (3.) The poſition is expreſsly 
hrered almoſt in terms, Eph. ii. 19. 20. Now. 
therefore ye are no more. ſtrangers and fo- 
reigners, but .fellow-citizens with the ſaints, 
and of the houſehold of God; and are built 
upon the foundation of the apaſtles and pro- 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
corner-ſtone.” (4.) The progreſs of chureh- 
lowſhip is an additional proof that it is built 
on the foundation of revealed truth. Eph. iv. 
I therefore the priſoner of the Lord, beſèech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith. ye are called.” Verſ. 7. © But 
unto every one of us is given grace according, 
to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt.” Verl. 
3.14. 15. 16, 17.“ Till we all come in the 
unity of. the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the meafure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt : that we. henceforth be na more chil- 
dren, toſſed to and fro, and carried about 
vith every wind of doctrine, by the ſleight of 
men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive : but ſpeaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the. head, even Chriſt : from whom. 
the whole body fitly. joĩned together, and com- 
pacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the 
meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of the 
body, unto the edifying of itſelf in love This 
1 cherefore, and teſtify in the Lord, that 
B- 3 - «> ye- 
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« ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles vg 
ic in the vanity of their mind.“ Verſ. 20. x 
But ye have not fo learned Chriſt; if {1 
& that ye have heard him, and have been um 
% by him, as the truth is in Jeſus.” 


Since the doctrines and duties of Chriſtiani 
which are the conditions and object of church u 
munion, (or its moral foundation), are the trut 
of God, and revealed in his word; we ſhot 
endeavour to obtain a competent knowledpe a 
roper evidence of what is there delivered, a 
be content with that eſtabliſhment, which is bat 
moſt ſuitable to the nature, and advantageo 
the honour and fafety, of the goſpel-churth 
Matth. xvi. 18.“ Upon this rock I wilt bu 
„ my church; and the = of hell ſhall x 
« prevail againſt it.“ The Holy Ghoſt teach 
us to pray for kings, and for all that are i 
% authority; that we may lead a quiet 
„ peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſy 
under their mild and juſt adminiſtration, 1 Tia 
ii. 1. 2. The beſt authority for our faith and pra 
tice is in the oracles of God; and there is fin: 
reaſon to value ourſelves upon any ſanctions 
men, which are ſo frequently converted into e 
gines of carnal policy, and ſometimes of cr 
tyranny. | 


Prop. 3. Edification and comfort in the fait 
Jove, and obedience of revealed truth, are the gra 
objects of religiaus communion. 


Every ſociety propoſes ſome ends which the 
reckon important and uſeful. The purpoſes 
be obtained in a ſtate of church-fellowſhip a 
in proportion, more important and benefc 
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an the purpoſes of any other ſociety, as they 
ate to the happineſs of the foul, and. the ever- 
ting intereſts of mankind. —— Theſe are the 
tual and united edification and comfort of the 
mhers in the faith, and love, and obedience. 
the ſcriptures. (t.) Edification- and comfort 
every where repreſented as the governing ends 
this holy fellowſhip. As all the members 
tribute to the benefit and pleaſure of the whole 
dy; ſo the particular members of the Chriſtian 
urch to the. increaſe and joy of the body of 
iſt, Their fellowſhip heightens their ſatiſ- 
ions, and diminiſhes their ſorrows ; for here- 
they come to have common joys and ſuffer- 
» common happineſs and alleviations of 
erous pain. They may ſay, in reference to 
hat concerns their condition, as the primitive 
ciples did of their worldly ſubſtance, ** that 
none of the things they poſſeſs” or want * ig 
their own, but they have all things common,” 
& iv. 32. Thus the church maketh increaſe 
[ the body unto the edifying of itſelf. (2.) This 
lifcation and comfort which Chriſtians ſhould 
clue, confiſt in the grawth, evidence, and ſruita 
their faith, love, and obedience of revealed truth. 

Of their faith, that it may become more jus 
Icious, more confirmed, and more efficacious, 
tile the doctrines of it are better underſtood, 
e grounds of it are more clearly diſcerned, the 
couragements to it are more powerfully felt, 
e operations of it are better directed, and the 
dences of it become more manifeſt. The ſaints 
the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. i. 1.; and 
ir church communion makes their faith to 
dw exceedingly, and to become conſpicuous in 
world, 2 'ThefT. i. 3. Rom. i. 8,——0O/ tb. ir 
„ that it may become more warm, more ju- 
| dicious, 


1 


* 
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dicious, and more fruit ful, according to the pn 
er of the apoſtle for the Philippians, And 
« I pray, that your love may abound yet ny 
« and more in knowledge, and in all judgmen 
« that ye may approve things that are excelleg 
« that ye may be ſincere, and without offer 
_ «& till the day of Chriſt; being filled with 

4 fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by [ef 
_ « Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe x 
Phil. i. 9. 10. 11.——Of their obedience likewi 

that it may become the privileges of the goſ 

and correſpond with the commandments of 
divine law; that it may be viſible, exten 
and pleaſant, while they walk together in the ft 
of the Lord; and that it may be convincing 
the world, while they fee the ſaints uniforms 
cheerful in doing the will of God, as well x 
confeſſing his truths. Rom. xiv. 16. 17. 18, 
« Let not then your good be evil ſpoken of.! 
% the kingdom of God is not meat and dri 
« but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in 
« Holy Ghoſt. For he that in theſe things 
« veth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and apy 
d, ved of men. Let us therefore follow af 
« the things which make for peace, and thir 
t wherewith one may edify another.“ Neve 
truth is the only rule of all goſpel-obediend 
and whenever it is neglected, the beſt ſer 
become like garniſhed ſepulchres, outwardly fa 
but inwardly abominable. Practical Chriſtiar 
is, on this account, called walking in the 1 
at ue have received a commandment from the | 
ther, 2 John 4. The apoſtle beautifully deſcri 
the principles, nature, and rule of that 0 
dience, which is the object of religious comn 
nion, Col. iii. 9.— 17. Lie not one to anotli 


© ſeeing chat qe have put off the old man vith 
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eds; and have put on the new man, which 
# renewed in knowledge, after the image of 
kim that created him. Where there is neither 
Greck nor Jew, circumciſion nor uncircum- 
don, Barbarian, Scythian, - bond nor free: 
wt Chriſt is all, and in all. Put on there- 
fore (as the elect of God, holy and beloved) 
wwels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
nind, meekneſs,  long-ſuffering; forbearing 
ne another, and forgiving one another, if 
wy man have a quarrel againſt any: even as 
Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye. And above 
il theſe things, put on charity which is the 
bond of perfectneſs. And let the peace of God 
wle in your hearts, to the which alſo ye are 
alled in one body; and be ye thankful. Let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all 
ridom ; teaching and admoniſhing one an- 
other in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual 
bogs, ſinging with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. And whatſoever ye do in word or 
led, do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.“ 


Now, where-ever this faith, love, and obedience 
revealed truth prevail, the church is ediſied 
comforted : her glorious Head is publicly 
wured, and his preſence enjoyed. According 
their faith, ſo it ſhall be to the ſaints. He 
* hath the commandments of Jcſus, and keep» 
them, he it is that loveth him: and he that 
1 him ſhall bc lo ed of his Father, and — 

come unto him, and make their abode wit 
n. Thus it ſhall be done to the man that the 
bg of glory delighteth to honour, And this 
de the honvur and privilege of holy ſocie- 
which hold faſt Chrifj's name, in a ſeries of 
ſuche. - 


* 
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fuch works, and charity, and ſervice, and 
and patience, as become their heavenly cally 
fror the effectual fervent prayer of Chriſt for t 
runs in theſe words, John xvii. 19. 20, 21. 
23. * And for their ſakes I fanctify myſelf, t 
they alſo might be ſanctified. through thet 
« Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for d 
& alſo which fhall believe on me through ü 
« word: that they all may be one, as thou, 
ther, art in me, and I in thee ; that | 
„ may be one in us: that the world may bely 
4 that thou haſt ſent me. And the glory v 
thou gaveſt me, F have given them: that i 
« may be one, even as we are one. I in the 
« and thou in me, that they may be made 
« fect in one, and that the world may ki 
& that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved the 
as thou. haſt loved me.“ | 


Prop. 6. The liberties and bleſſings of th 
ſpel are to be enjoyed, in their greateſt cn 
and extent, only in a flate of Chriſtian ſociety. 


Retirements. from the world, and the dv 
of perfonal-religion, are eſſentially naceſſary, : 
highly uſeful in the Chriſtian life, The bene 
of them is very manifeſt.: but ſtill the comn 

nion of ſaints, in their united foctal fate, 
them in the beſt capacity to enjoy the liben 
and bleſſings of the goſpel : Heb. xi, 22. 23-1 
« But ye are come unto mount Sion, and u 
«© the city of the living God, the heavenly je 
« falem, and to an innumerable company of 
« gels, to the general aſſembly and church 
de the firſt- born, which are written in heave 
and to God the judge of all, and to they 
of juſt men made perfect, and to — 

10 
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nediator of the new covenant, and to the 
od of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things 
daa that of Abel.” What is contained in 
& verſes, is not to be conſidered as a deſcri 
of the privileges of the future flate of 

nch in heaven, but of its preſent flate on 
b. under the goſpel-diſpenſation, which the 
ile oppoſes to that of the Old Teſtament : for 
rein lies the force of his argument, ,to ſhew 
preference of the goſpel-ſtate, beyond that 
er the law, and to guard the Hebrews againſt 
fatiing from Chriſtianity to Judaiſm. In al- 
on to the characters under which the church 
Iſrael was repreſented, he ſpeaks of the goſpel- 
nch, as mount Sion, the city of the living God, 
| the heavenly Jeruſalem, which are all terms 
much the ſame import, and are applied in 
pure to the New-Teſtament church of true 
vers, of which the church of Iſrael were 
xs. And believers being come to it, as deſcri- 
| under theſe titles, may moſt immediately re- 
x to the communion which they are brought 
o with the church on earth, though the laſt 
ns of the deſcription ſeem more immediately 
relate to the communion they have, EVEN 
HLE THEY ARE HERE, With the church in 
en, and with God and the Mediator, who 
moſt perfectly enjoyed there. 


The pen of impudent panegyric is altogether 
edleſs'for ſetting forth the advantages of reli- 


us ſociety, to convey and enjoy the privileges 
the goſpel, in their greateſt comfort and ex- 
u. Social intercourſes, properly directed, in- 
and diffuſe knowledge, warm the heart, 

& the affe ctions, excite emulation, and many 
contribute to the good of mankind. —_ 
rd 
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Lord and Saviour, in his wiſdom and good 
| Hath ordained the fellowſhip of his diſciple 
the magnifying his kingly office, and for f 
common edification : for which great andy 
' rious ends all his inſtitutions are, without! 
pute, evidently deſigned, and excellently 264 
ed.—The apoſtle's illuſtration of the comfort 
and advantageous communion of ſaints, by a 
paring them to the body, which is but 
though it hath many members, 1 Cor. xii. N 
xii. confirms all that J affirm : for theſe 1 
ders are ſet in the body for their mutual hong 
ſervice, and benefit. The words of a ſenf 
writer “ are rational and pertinent to this 
poſe : © Particular parts are increaſed by u 
and communion with the body; for if the d 
munion be cut off, the part decays fo the gre 
and increaſe of the body is in the particular p 
for the body is not one member, but many, 10 
xii. 14. and veri. 20. Now are they many m 
bers, but one body, neither can the body ſp 
one without detriment, nor it the body: but 
member go off from the body, the body 
live, though the member cannot.” 


Prop. 7. The governing ends of church ful 
Hip may, in ſome caſes, be inconſiſtent with 
narrow views and wiſhes of individuals, 


If it be a misfortune to Chriſtians, to be« 
nected upon. ſuch terms in their religious 
cerns, it is, however, certain, that this mi 
tune is infeparable from every ſocial connet 
in life. The governing ends and purpoſes 
cicty daily intertere with the confined views 


1 


1 
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ires of matitkind in every relation; hence 
ere maſt be a daily exerciſe of forbearance, 
tience, and prudence, in order to make life 
dlerable. To be inflexible, each in following 
s own opinion, would ruin every focietys 
lingdoms muſt be deſtroy ed, and even families 
auſt be ruined, by unyielding attachments to 
erſonal views and intereſts on all hands. When 
jc depravity of human nature is. conſidered, it 
100 favourable a conſtruction upon it to ſup- 
oſe, that all the members of ſociety are ſtrictiy 
oneſt and diſintereſted in their deſigus and mea» 
res; but, if it were granted, that this ſuppoſi> 
jon is as juſt, as it would be charitable, ſtill it 
not be denied, that mankind ſee but in part, 
d ſometimes diſcern their intereſt and duty too 
nperfectly, and even falſely, to enable them to 
jooſe what is good, and to embrace the beſt 
neaſures to obtain the moſt valuable ends in 
eſe ſocieties they belong to. ; 


I would be downright madneſs to expect, in 

he preſent imperfect ſtate of things, that church 
pembers will ſee every point of truth and duty 
th one eye, or, that ſuch meaſures as are re- 
uiſite for the public good, will not be grievous, 
p particular inſtances, to individuals. ny of 

te duties, incumbent on them by divine antho» + 
ty, imply /e/f-denial in reference to their incli- 
ation, intereſt, and honour.. Such ſelf-deny- 
bg duties ſuppoſe, that the governing ends of 
teir communion are, in theſe caſes, inconſiſt- 
at with their views, intereſts, and wiſhes, as 
bdividuals ; for if this principle be admitted, the 
fopriety of theſe injunctions is obvious; if it be 
ued, they arc a a This princigis 
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e not himſelf; but as it is written, N 


Prop. 8. When church-members purſue their 


* 


fees the apo advice and reaſoning in a.» 
agrecable light, Rom. zv. 1— 9. We the 
that are ſtrong, ought to bear the infirmix 
* of the weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves. . I 
te every one of us pleaſe his neighbour fot I 
«& to edification. For even Chriſt ple 


te proackes of them that reproached thee fell 
s me. For whatfoever things were written 
ce foretime, were written for our learning; 
« we through patience and comfort of the (cri 
« tures might have hope. Now the God of 
1 tience and conſolation, grant you to be lik 
Fs minded one towards another, according 
&. Chriſt Jeſus: that ye may with one mind 
& one mouth glorify God, even 'the Father 
c our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Wherefore receive 
Fs one another, as Chriſt alſo received us, to 
« glory of God.“ N 


0 % 


vate views, at the expence of the general end; 
rehgious fellowſbip, they are guilty of ſebijm. ; 


- Unleſs the fame extenſive care one for anih 
prevail among the members, there is a ſchiſn 
the body, 1 Cor. xii. 25. How would che a 
Rand in the natural body, if the eye ſhould ſi 
to the foot, I have no need of thee ? or the har 
to the head, I have no need of thee? W. 
would be the conſequence of ſuch language u 
behaviour among the members of a fail 
Would not the body be injured, and the hou 
de brought to deſolation ?—But nature pe 
the members to hazard themſelves ſeverally f 
the good of the body; and i 
G * . * gere 
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caſe, have every poſſible aſſiſtanete 
rom T the ſtrongeſt and moſt diſtant members. 
like manner, reaſon immediately perceives 
he neceflity of an harmonious concurrence in 

ii affairs to promote their. 
ew maxims are more generally allowed, than 
1 views of eaſe, ambition, intereft; and 
| only be grat ified upon terms that 
— with public utility. This ſeems 16 
one of the firſt laws, relative to ſocial con- 
, which is written upon the human heart. 
ions and ſchiſms would be the unavoidable 
poſequence, if this principle did not generally 
eva — The very courſe of nature 
uſt be ſet on fire, and the foundations of ſo- 
iety entirely deſtroyed, if this law of nature be 
ace ſet afide, But this jaw, and, in thi wav: 
tings contained in this law; and, in 

er are a lan unto themſelves. | 


Love is the powerful cement of Chriſtian be- 
bwſhip. The nature and operations of this di- 
ine temper are beamifully deſeribed, 1 Cor. xii 
4-8.“ ere ſuſſereth long, and is kind 3 
charity epvieth not: chari vaunteth not it- 
ſelf, is not up, not behave Rſelf 
unſcemly, ſeeketh not her own, bong 
provoked, thinketh no evil, rejo 
22 but 2 in the — 
ings, believeth all things, bd wr al 
* things, endureth all things. Charity never 
faileth : but whether there be prophecies, 
ſhall fail; whether there be tongues, 
ceaſe; whether there be knowledge, it ſhall 
uniſh away.“ Where- ever THIS LOVE 
Faik, it muſt, it certainly will, — 
aritian to ſeek 2 peace, the w 
. 
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that there be a total ſeparation from church 


; of Corinth, though there was but one churd 


* 


of his brethren, | 
But where people are guided in their religioy 


Tr The only objections I can foreſee againſt ti 


. #he public opinion as a teft of religious practice. 


' ſerve, (1.) That every man has certainly a righ 


| joined in ſocial ties with other Chriſtians, 6 


proſperity of his Chriſtian connections, bye 
method in his power, andy to deny himſelf 
pleaſure of following his own private views, 
points that would interfere with the edificatia 


conduct by narrow, ſelfiſh views, and hurt c 
edification of their fellow-Chriſtians, they d 
wall orderly ; for they can neither exerciſe bu 
therly love themſelves, nor ſecure a reciproc 
affection from their brethren z and conſequent 
there muſt be envying, and ſtrife, and diviſions 
and every evil work among them. To conſtity 
what the ſcripture calls ſchiſm, it is not necel 


communion ; for there were ſchiſms in the chyr 


and all the members were in one communion, 


propoſition are thefe :—That ir deftroys the rig 
of private judgment; and that it ſeems ta ſu 


As to the firſt objection, that the right of þ 
vate judgment will be deſtreyed, if church men 
ze not indulged in purſuing their own view), | 
things of a religious nature, even though tba 
Chriſtian connections be offended :—— I would o 


and it is his duty, to be determined concernin 
nis doctrinal ſentiments, and his religious prac 
tice, in every point of both, from the oracles 
God. (2.) A right of judging upon theſe pci 
ciples, is fully conſiſtent with a perſon's bel 
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whom have = _ right with himſelf, 

erefore, (3.) This right of private judgment 

zuſt be uſed with prudence, that it may not oc- 

jon offence: for if it produce ſtrifes, conten- 

00s, and alienations of affection, it deſtroys the 

ery bonds of all Chriſtian fociety. We have an 

gitable example of the exerciſe of this right, up- 
u the plan of goſpel-communion, I am recom- 

ending, in Rom. xiv. and 1 Cor. viii. 


The ſecond objection, viz. That my poſition ſets. 
the public opinion as a teſt of religious prattice,. 
is only a counter-part to the firſt. Com- 
ering it I would obſerve, (1.) That the word 
God is the only rule to direct us how we may 
orify and enjoy him. (2.) The word of God, 
n eyery thing relating to church-fellowſhip, ad- 
refles us not only as Chriſtians, but as church-- 
thers, or as perſons that are joined in the ties of 
riftian ſociety. Therefore, (3.) Not the public 
inn, but the word of God, which warns us a- 
wnſt purſuing the gratification. of our private 
lers, at the expence of the general ends of re . 
igious fellowſhip, is the alone rule of religious- 
ice in all the offices of church-communion; —— 
les, the word-of God, which enjoins ſaints;. to 
follow after the things which make for peace, . 
and things wherewith one may edify another; 
which charges them for meat not to deſtroy; 
the work of God:”—and which gives this ex- 
kilent reafon for both; ** to the pure all things 
ve pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth. 
vith offence,” Rom. xiv. 19. 20.— This. 
od of unchangeable truth, and of eternab righ-- 
dulneſs, is our only rule. | 


Prop, 9. Order and See are eſcntially 16: 
3 | 


cefary 


church. 


4 


of government that thould be adminiſtered ; h 
it has been almoſt univerſally allowed, that for 
kind of it is neceflary. The manner of exerciſi 


in the viſible church, whoſe defiled hearts are 


g; to the honour and edification of the vid 


There have been many difputes about the ki 


diſcipline has not been well agreed upon; h 
many of the acts of diſcipline have had ſome y 
arances of uniformity, in regard to the fa 

| the maddeſt enthuſiaſts, who make 
.boldeſt pretenſions to the infallible conduct of ti 
holy Spirit, find their account in admitting ſt 
veral of diſcipline into their focieties. h 
deed ſome have taken great liberties in declain 
ing againſt every ſyſtem of church-diſcipline, a 
a carnal ſcheme : but theſe declamations are or 
ly in theory, and nature rebels againſt their c 
peculations. The univerſal practice is founde 

on the moſt obvious, undeceiving - principles 
for, (1.) The preſent condition of human nau 
requires it. Man is endued with reafon, a 
therefore a ſubject capable of fuch government 
There are many mere pretenders to Chriſtiani 


ways ready to ſend forth ſtreams of impurity, i 
the diſcredit of their profeſſion. And even thi 
ſaints are not without a powerful law in the 
members, which is a root of bitterneſs th 
ſprings up to trouble the church.—Oa all thet 
conſiderations, it is neceſſary that there be 
erder and diſcipline obſerved in the viſible churd 
both to preſerve her purity, and to ſupport ha 
credit. (2.) Order and diſcipline are the pp 
pointed ordinance of Heaven for the uſe of d 
church. The apoſtle tells us of the Coloſſaa 


chat their order was in Cbriſt, chap. ii, 5; A 
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gun, 1 Cor, xii. 28. God hath ſet ſome in the 


lurch. governments, - Whatever theſe govern- 
ents were, it is plain, that governments of ſome 
ad were ſet in the goſpel - church. (3.) Order 
nd diſcipline are many ways uſeful to the viſible 
wurch :—ſo uſeful, that it is not good ſhe 
ould be without them. They are for the 
our of the church, for her purity, and 
xr her comfort. For her honour, as they 
uke her appear reſpectable: Vor her purity, as 
hey are » Hides about the profeſſed faith and 
ice of her members: — and for her comfort, 
they ſhew the - ſtation, duty, and dignity of 
ach member; and conſequently the amiable and 
nel conſtitution of the whole body. N 


V. B. I do not pretend, at preſent, to deſcribe 
bat order and diſcipline, which are neceſſary 
the edification of the viſible church. I have 
uplained my ſentiments on that fubject in an- 
her performance, wherein I have given my 
ons for thinking the Preſby®Fan /yſiem to be 
f hvine appointment. ——T only affirm now, that 
order and diſcipline are eſſentially neceſſary in 
e viſible church, both to-preſerve her honour, 
ad to promote her edification. -* f 


Prop. 10. A credible appearance of perſons be- 
g really exerciſed to godlineſs, is not, of itſelf, a 
ficient recommendation for admitting, or conti- 
ing them, members of a particular church. 


This ſentiment will, no doubt, have a very 
dd found in ſome peoples ears. But ſtrange as 
may ſeem to be, it is manifeſtly adopted, in 

among all -denotainations of Chriſtians, 
ugh ſome of them deny it in words. _ 


F 


- 
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a very weighty and nereſſary point,” that o 
ons — 2 of ſpeculative debate in the 
Fent age, I ſhall endravour tte open the meani 
to exhibet the prof, and to d end the ”” 
the propyftion. 


: Seftion 1. For opening the meaning of the 

:poſition, the following remarks may be confidg 
ed. (1.) The members of the viſible church x 
ſuppoſed to be real Chriftians, previous to thi 
being received into communion in any particul 
form of Chriſtian fellowſhip. (2.) 4 
appearance of being exerciſed to godlineſs, 
alcar foundation for a charitable opinion of x 
perſon, or perſons, being real Chriſtians; 
for loving them as brethren. (3.) duch ang 
pearnce is abſolutely neceſſary to entitle a pee 
0 viſible communion: and no ſubſtitute c 
ſupply the want of it, in order to render c 
fellowſhip either ſafe or rational. (4.) This 
pearance, however genuine, (and in the caſe 
Particular perſons it ſhould: always be reckor 
genuine), is not, of itſelf, a ſufficient recomme 
dation, either for admitting them to, or c 
nuing them in, the communion of parti 

churches. Unleſs there be alſo a profeſſed fi 
jection to the ſyſtem of church order and 
cipline, which is acknowledged in that comm 
nion they would join themſelves to, they cant 
be ſafely, nor honourably, nor edifyingly, 
ceived or continued. Where perſons do! 
profeſs ſuch ſubjection, we. may fincerely all 
that they are the diſciples of Chriſt, the mend 
of his myſtical body, and heirs of his everlali 
kingdom; and, at the ſame time, conſiſtem 
enough deny that they liave all the requiſite: d 
member of the viſible church, which the {criph 


* 
— 1 

. 

* 
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made neceſſary to her comfortable fellowſhip, _ 
ere is no contradiction between what is allow- 
on the one hand, and what is denicd on the 


.. 2. The proof of my poſition arifes out of 
following plain facts. (1.) Church-commu- 
n is formed by the mutual agreement of the 
mbers to adhere to one ſyſtem of faith, to ob- 
one ſyſtem of worſhip, and to walk in one 
er of church · adminiſtration. Mutual agree- 
nt muſt be the foundation of all fellow ſhip in 
durch ſtate; “ For how ſhall two walk toge- 
ther, except they are agreed ? and how fhall 
know that they are agreed, unleſs their 
tement be expreſſed in a manner that may re- 
ye juſt cauſe of ſufpic ion from one another's 
(ds, and create confidence about their uni- 
n views of the doctrines and duties of Chri- 
ity? (2.) Harmony of church - adminiſtra- 
© in worſhip, difcipline, and converſation, 
xecefſary for the edification of her members, 
| for her appearing reſpectable in the eyes of 
yorld, 1 Cor. xiv, 33.“ God is not the au- 
dor of confuſion, but of peace” and order, 
in all churches of the ſaints.” It is impious 
imagine, that the infinitely wiſe and holy God 
der is, or can be, the author, abetter, or en- 
urager, of any diforderly and irregulas ma- 
ment, which has a natural tendency to fling 
vorſhip into confuſion, or to breed diſturb- 
& in his church. He is the God of peace 
Norder, and, as ſuch, commands, approves, | 
promotes every thing that tends to — ſpi- 
ul proſperity of his people, in a regular, well- 
jerned, and peaceable way. (3.). Chriſtians * 
Wot walk together ia love for their mutuat 
Weation and comfort, in a ſtate of church-fel- 
| jowſhip, 
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lowſhip, unleſs they have ſtricter confed 
than barely the credible appearances of x 
Chriſtianity. Even nature teaches us, that int 
focial alliances in common life muſt be eſtali 
ed upon principles of prudence, which make 
rational choice of capacities, tempers, — 
niuſes, out of the 1 ſpecies: Every pri 
religious connection, if 1 rudent, is formed 
en taſte, and a diſtinguiſhing choice, heren 
Chriſtians agree to juſtify the principle of by 
ing the intimacics of their ary friendſhip 
on @ narrewer faundation, than that foal | 
eppearance of real religion. Now, it is cen 
Chriſtianity was never intended to deſtroy, 
to improve the fundamental laws of nature: 
it would be very Ae if that prudent 
which is fo manifeſtly uſeful and commend 
if well directed, — — | 
Chriftian friendſhips, ſhowld” become crimir 
more public connettions of church-communion. | 
(. The examples of primitive 'Chriſtiang, 
the apoſtolic age, juſtifies all that I afficm: 
they either ſubmitted to, r 
nances of goſpel - worſhip, and holy fe 
delivered by the apoſtiesz. or elſe * 
and refuſing, were liranded for not wilking 
derly, 1 Cor. xi. 2. Now I praiſe you, | 
 $ thren, that yeu remember me in all- chi 
t and keep the ordinances, as I delivered d 
- 4 to. you.” Rom. xvi. 17. 97 
« brethren, mark them which cauſe divifi 
« and offences, contrary to the doctrine vi 
4 ye have learned; and avoid them.“ 2 It 
bis 14. 15. © Whereunto he called 4. 

6c goſpel, to the obtaining of the Jo 
© faft, and hold the traditions which mY 
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been taught, whether by word, or our epiſtle.“ 
ef . 6. 7. « Now-we command bre 
ren, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ye withdraw yourſelves from every bro- 
ther that walketh diſorderly, and not after 
the tradition which he reetived of us. Nos 
purſelves know how ye ought to follow us: for 
ve behaved not ourſelves diſorderly among 
you.”—On the whole, I apprehend it is evi- 


nciples of the oracles of God, or elſe allow, 
a credible appearance of perſons being really 
iſed to godlineſs, is not, of itſelf, a ſufficient 
mnendation for admitting, or continuing them 
Lf, 3. I ſhall now proceed to the defence of 


t oſertion, againſt ſome of the meſt plauſible 
jedtions that are frequently urged on the other 


ſirf, © This propoſition is ſappoſed to be in- 
confiſtent with the apoſtle's deſcription of the 
tingdom of God, Rom. xiv. 17. 18. The 
bgdom (or church) of God is not meat and 
wink, but righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in 
ts! Holy Chet: for he that in theſe things ſer- 
wth Chrift, is acceptable #6 God, and approved of 
an. From this account of the goſpel-church 
dey infer, that holy tempers, and a religious 
converſation, are the onlyconditions of church- 
ommunion.“— Anſ. Theſe verſes contain a 
ſupported remonſtrance againſt the impo- 
| ſpirit of the judaiſing Chriſtians he had to 
W vith, who inſiſted on the obſcrvation of the 

prohibitions concerning meat man 


it, that we muſt either renounce theſe obvious 


36 CHURCH FELLO WSH 
and days, alledging that no man could ei 
pleaſe God, or be without ſuch d 
vances. The apoſtle in forms cheſe miſtaken 
feſſors, that the kingdom of God, or the 3 
church, had no bufineſsgyth theſe probihu 
and obſer vances, being entirely of a {pirizyl 
tute: and that the perſon, who worſhipped ( 
in ſpirit and in truth, was now to be reck 
an obſerver of the divine law, and to be re; 
ſuch in the: opinion of all good men. 


\ Secondly, © It is ſaid, that this propoſiti 
© inconſiſtent with catholic love, and partie 
© ly with that exhortation, Rom. xiv, 19, 
& us follow after the things which make far ge 
« and things wherewith one may edify another, 
Anſ. I grant that our charity '6ught not te 
confined to a party which concurs exact) 
us; nor ought all our benevolent wiſhes and 
lights to centre in theſe that approve our, 
nions I likewiſe allow, that peace is a very 
ſirable thing; but we are not to purſue i 2 
adventures. We certainly ought to put fe 
ourſelves to the utmoſt to obtain and prel 
unity and concord, yet never to purchaſe i 
the expence of holineſs, truth, or order : fot 
_ muſt “ follow peace with all men, and boli 
© without which no man ſhall fee the Lc 
Heb. xii. 14. We can do nothing againſ 
* truth,” in following after the things wi 
make for peace, 2 Cor. xiii. 8. And the pe 
we purſue muſt be confiſtent with order and 
ft inction, every one obſerving the duties of 
Nation, and not like the children of Iſracl v 
without a king, every man doing what is rig 
his own. eyes. | | 1 30 
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Nirdly, ( It is averred, that SELF-INTEREST 
prompts a ſet of miſled, deſigning men, to 
1. that catholic principle of admitting 
every one into their communion, merely on 
the appcarance of their being Chriſtians, as 
there would be little reaſon for {clfiſh bigots 
to expect an hearty concurrence in all their 
intereſted ſchemes, unleſs people were firſt 
initiated into their meaſures, by falſe repre- 
ſentations of the terms of church: commu- 
nion. Anſ. It muſt be a knowledged, that 
ul men have, on many occaſions, made 3 
werty of weakneſs and credulity, by calcula® 
g ſchemes of religious fellowſhip for advan- 
their own ſelfiſh ends eng their followers. - 
o cenlure is too ſevere for-theſe impious adven- 
ters, who ſuppoſe that gain is ;godlineſs, and 
m whom we ought to turn away with abhor- 
nce of their vile principles. But would it be 
ber juſt or generous, to include all under this 
nſure, who plead for other conditions of church- 
owſhip, beſides the credible appearances: of a 
riſtian character? Would it be fair, to re- 
lent every one that fixed a civil alliance with 
roper prudent diſtinction, as a ſelfiſh intereſt- 
individual, becauſe he did not form his con- 
Kions at all adventures, without any other con- 
tons, than barely their being of the human ſpe» 
1?—Theſe caſes are much alike, and ſerve to 
pſtrate one another, — Beſides, our times af- 
d examples of ſome, who add to the condi- 
ns of church-communion Chriſt hath appoint- 
l; of others, who profeſs to reduce all to the 
gle point of the viſible Chriſtianity of the per- 
Its they would admit ;- and both parties deſti- 
ne of any emolument from civil eſtabliſhments: 
W let reaſon judge, or experience tell, which of 
| =» - them 


en 
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them are the beft and moſt fucceſsful ſchemeri f 
poſing them to be chiefly determined by the l 
either of money, or of reputation. One ohſe 
vation more ſhall ſhut up the anſwer to this 
jection, viz. That it is certainly very unnati 
for gentlemen who niake pretenſions to cath 
Þve, to give ſuch unkind mfinuations about 
motives and deſigns of theſe that diſſent, up 
principle, from their opinion about the qual 
cations of church members: eſpecially when t| 
know that theſe difſenters reſent the imputati 
us an injurious calumny. 


Fourthly, © It is objected, that my poſit 
te deſtroys the alone foundation upon vb 
te there could ever be any reaſonable expettat 
* of uniting Chriſtians in one communion; 
ic that it muſt perpetuate factions and ſep; 
«© communions among the people of God, ſo 
s as it is reduced to practice.” —--'4nſ. The in 
of the invifible church, conſiſting of all true 
lievers, who are joined to the Lord, and n 
one ſpirit, is a real, indubitable thing; but 
notion of a chatholic unity of the viſible chu 
in one fellowſhip, is one of theſe chimerical 
culations, that pleaſe in theory, but are unp 
fitable, and even impoflible in application. 
ſuch thing is pretended to, except in coun 
where the pope's juriſdiction is eſtabliſhed, 
where a national eſtabliſhment is rigorouſly | 
ported. The unity of the Roman church b 
deriſion of all that know any thing of her bil 
Ty, who are = convinced of the hat 
teſs impudence of her pretenſions, ſo void 
truth and candour: and ſound policy indi 
every nation, that purſues its own intereſt, 
abate in the execution ot their penal laws 29 
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acooformiſts. Where then are we to expect 
ut general union of Chriſtians in one communion 
curch-fellowſbip — When the terms of ſo» 
union are vague and general, the ſervices 
onging to it muſt, in reaſon, be ſuppoſed ta 

few and ſuperficial ; and then the bonds of 
ion muſt of courſe be weak and ineffectual. 
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The offices of church - fellowſhip ought to be 
ily obſerved: and to ſecure the due obſer- 
ation of them, theſe who accede to her commu- 
on muſt be of one mind about them: for without 
is, the ſociety would be hurt, and her intereſts 
ſentially injured, by an increaſe of her members. 
lence factions and prejudices would render her 
mmunion uncomtortable, and defeat its every 
irable- purpoſe : which ſhews, that the objec- 
n is ſo far from being true, that the good to be 
rſued, and the evils to be avoided, which it 
:ntions, are only capable of being effectually ob - 
ned and defeated, as far as human prudence can 


mething more than merely a credible appear- 
Ice of real Chriſtianity is necefliry to recom- 
rad a perfon- to: be admitted and continued 2 
ember of a particular religious ſociety: for is 
not eaſy to conceive a thouſand caſes, wherein 
real Chriſtian might have ſcruples to ſome part, 
farm, of the ſocial ſervices in the fellowſhip 
| every church whatſoeyer ? Upon the prin- 
ples of my opponents, he muſt be received upon 
application for that effect, merely becauſe he 
pears to be a ſaint 3 and, moreover, they muſt 
inſiſt on his falling in with the judgment of 
e church, for that would be adopting my prin- 
me, It is impoſſible the church can agree to 
0”! fiogularity. of every perſon. that appears — 
2 
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ge, upon the principle Fam defending, viz. that 
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de religious: and, therefore, it is impoffible il 
a church, conſtituted upon ſuch looſe principl 
can, with one heart and one mouth, glor 
God, in an harmonious performance of religiq 
dutics On the contrary, we might look for 
fearful negle& of public religion, and unedi 
Ing debates among the members of ſuch a ſoc 
ty. —If it be replied, that there are clear e 
dences in experience of the comfort of fome ſud 
focieties : I ſhall always rejoice to hear ſuch 
counts, but muſt beg leave to aſk, whether the 
comfort is owing to their adherent- to the pri 
eiple I impugn, or to their deviation from it? 


could give ſome reafons why | think it myſt, 
leaſt in part, be aſcribed to the lat. 


' Fifthly, Some pretend, that to follow u 
my principle, would divert peoples minds fre 
6 the great truths and duties of Chriſtian 
„ and fix them __ the circumſtances of it, ( 
« upon things of an inferior nature,” —4 
The eſſentials of religion certainly deſerve o 
firſt and greateſt regard; but we ſhould not. 
verlook ſuch points as men call circumflanti 
If we are guided by the ſcriptures, perhaps 
will be hard to ſupport that diſtinction, whit 
ſeems to have been invented with no friendly i 
tention to the honour of the word of God, ( 
the good of mankind :—I am convinced, ho! 
ever, that the uſe which has been made of it 
bad. Every article of revealed truth a 
Chriſtian duty is certainly eſſential to its purpdl 
and in its proper place. The making and plac 
af every pin, loop, and board, in the tabern 
made by Moſes, were but circumſtances; yet it 
were no leſs eſſential for their purpoſes, and 


cheir places, than the moſt ſolemn public ſerti 
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the Jewiſh worſhip, for their purpoſes, and 
their places. In lixe manner, I eſteem all that 
ke Holy Ghoſt hath revealed, concerning the 
ditions and offices of church fellowſhip, f 
itial to the purity and comfort of that holy 
ue, Therefore, to direct peoples attention to 
ſe duties, is very improperly called à diuert- 
g their minds to the circumſtances of religion. 
deed, if we call their thoughts to any thing 
t contained in the word of God, and uncon- 
ted with the providential ſituation of the 
urch, (for theſe two ought always to be con- 
tered together), it is highly criminal, and is 
thing elſe than buildeng wood, hay, and ſtubble, 
0 the precious foundation. But, until we be. 
onvinced that the ſcriptures contain no warrant: 
xr particular churches requiring a profeſſion of 
kcir faith and obedience to the ſyſtem of go- 
xEordinances, from every candidate for their 
mmunion, we will difregard the weak or ill-- 
tured conſtructions put upon (what we think); 
duty. 2 


Sixthly, © It is alſo alledged, that the principle 
defend is contrary to the apoſtolic direction, 
Rom. xiv. 1. Him that is weak in the faith: 
recerve you, but not to doubtful diſoutat ions 
Now, it is evident in experience, that there is 
no condition of church-communion, bt what 
matter of doubtful diſputation, except what: 
conſtitutes vital powerful godlineſs, which is 
pretty uniformly agreed upon by every Chri- 
nan. —. 410. If this objection were purſued in 
juſt conſequehces, and if the ſuppoſed ſenſe 
the apoſtle's direction be fairly ftated; it is- 
to ſay what point, either of truth or duty, 
ould be retained ; for if perfons weak in: the 
| D 3 faith 
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faith are not to be received to doubtful difut 
tions, and if every thing, for matter, or fe 
not agreed to by every Chriſtian, or ſociety 
Chriſtians, is to be deemed a dowbtful diſputati 
It will be cafy to ſhew, that the Chriſtian ſchen 
is very narrow.—The apoſtle's meaning is lag 
' by explained in the chapter referred to. He 
writing to a church conſiſting chiefly of Gent 
converts, who underſtood the nature and ext 
of their liberty from every obligation to ob; 
ceremonial rites about meats and days, II 
were alſo ſome Jewiſh converts in Rome, wh 
believed in Chriſt, but could not give up th 
education-notions, relative to theſe ceremoni 
obſervances of meats and days. Theſe differe 
ſentiments cauſed much diiputation between ti 
parties, who held them. The Jews knew th 
God ſpake in favours of their opinion by Moſ 
and the Gentile-Chriſtians kn.w that God hy 
in thele-laſt days, ſpoken by his Son and dp 
through the miniſtry of his apoſtles, in beh 
of their ſentiments. The apoſtle decides bety 
them, and largely ſtates and argues on the cal 
ſhewing that, in the Chen) fituation of thing 
their diſputes would tend rather to puzzle u 
diſquiet their minds, than to godly edifying, 
long as the temple-ſervice continued at Jerul 
lem; becauſe the deſtruction of that temple at 
city, and the aboliſhing of their ceremonial. 
' vices in them, were the grand evidence din 
providence had appointed for the conviction 
the Jewiſh converts: and untib it ſhould be 
compliſhed, Gentile-Chriſtians ought to recet 
them, though weak in the faith of the liber 
of the goſpel, into an intimate fellowſhip" 
themſelves, in all the privileges. and ſervices 


their church-ſtate, without inſiſting on their 
| | vl 
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ing up any of their opinions about the diſtinc- 
on of meats or days: for, if they were to diſ- 
ute on theſe points. ever ſo much, ſtill the Jews 
ould recxon the Gentile-opinion doubtful, while 
e temple-ſervice exiſted. IS: 


b 


Seventhly, *© Fhe poſition I have ſtated is ſome» 
times reprefented, as inconſiſtent with that ex- 
hortation, Rom. xv. 7. Receive ye one another, 
as Chrijt alſo received us, to the glory of Gods 
From whence they reafon to this purpoſe :— 
That Chriſtian churches ought to admit into 
their brotherly atteEtions, friendly converſes, 
and holy communion, all theſe, who, in the 
judgment of charity, are received by Jeſus 
Chriſt into his favour and family, and into 
the neareſt union and communion with him- 
ſelf, without enquiring into their character, 
ſentiments, and conduct, in any other light,” 
Any. This is one of the moſt ipecious argue 
nts that are employed on that tide :: for it is 
encrally thought exceſſively thocking, that men 
bould deny the intimacies of their religious fel- 
whip, to theſe who are favoured to have their 
lowſhip with the Father, and with his Son 
eus Chriſt. The following things deſerve ſome 
onlideration on this head. (I.) None ſhould be; 
ctived into church communion, who openly 
uanifeſt that they have no yu in Chriſt. (2.) 
od hath: not given any infallible rule to enabie 

s to judge certainly whe are real Chriſtians, and 
br are nat. Human judgment, in many. caſes, 

$ the very reverſe of the judgment of God, who 
th not as man ſceth. Therefore, (3.) It © 
dould be abſurd to ſuppoſe, that real inward 
ftianity is- the teſt- of admiſſion to church- 
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God only: nor ſhould the mere appearance; of 
be ſuſtained for a ſufficient criterion, becauſe i 
are often deceitful and falſe ; and where they 
falſe, they cannot change the temper, nor ſe 
the ſociety from many diſgraceful inconvenie 
ces, that would be inſeparable from a fellowſhi 
with them, entered into without conditions, a 
maintained without a vigorous .adminiſtration 
diſcipline. (4.) The apoſtle's words are wreſts 
from their obvious meaning, in the uſe made. 
them by our objectors. He does not ſay, | 
ceive ye thoſe whom Chriſt alſa hath received to ti 
glory of God; but, Receive ye one. another, | 
Chrift alſo received us. It is evident the apof 
is propoſing and urging the example of Chrif | 
receiving THEMSELVES, as a pattern and nt 
tive for the believing Jews at Rome, to recei 
their Gentile brethren, and for the belieri 
Gentiles in that church to receive their Jewil 
* brethren, ſeverally, notwithſtanding their dif 
ent opinions about eating certain meats, and 
ſerving certain days, WHILE THEY WERE ( 
THERWISE OFT ONE MIND, ABOUT THE Dt 
TIES OF THEIR HOLY FELLOWSHIP, dott 
this objection, when weighed in the balances, 
found wanting. 


. Eighthly, © Some are pleaſed to ſay, that 
c act on the principle in diſpute, would | 

c more unnatural and impious, than any thi 
% Balaam the ſoothſayer, notwithſtanding 1 
&« love of the wages of unrighteouſneſs, ob 
cc ever yield to do againſt Itrael, of whom! 
& ſaid, Hou ſball 1 curſe whom God hath 1 
ic curſed ? or, how ſhall I defy whom the Lord 
« not defied ? Numb. xxiii. 8. But upon d 
« principle, not 4 few muſt be, in a ſenſe, e 
& commu | 
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communicated, who are allowed, at the ſame 
time, to have all the credible appearances of 
Chriſtianity { —-and excommunicated too 
ſuch as pretend to be their brethren, children 
of the ſame Father, partakers of the ſame 
Spirit, and heirs of the ſame glory. This is 
{ented as an hard, unnatural, and cruel 
ax caſe.” Anſ. This topic furnifhes matter 
er warm declamation : a method of managing a 
auſe, that is much more pleaſing than inſtruc- 
ve. In the hand of an artful caſuiſt, ſtrong 
luſions, bold figures, and poſitive inferences, 
re extremely: -ulſebul re They 
{gage the affections, and impoſe on the under - 
ding of the unwary. I apprehend the ar- 
ing in this objection is of that ſort : for, 62 

is not fair to repreſent theſe perſons as poſ- 
lng all the credible evidences of Chriſtianity, - 
ho do not ſubmit to the authority of. Chriſt in 
bis appointments relative to church-commus, 
on; becauſe ſuch ſubmiſſion is one of the fruits 
the Spirit, and confequently an evidence of a 
riſtian temper : Heb. x. 24. 25 And let us 
conſider one another, to oke unto love, 
and to good works 2% 508 forſaking the aſſem- 
bling of ourſelves gogether, as the manner of 
lome is; but ehorting one another: and ſo 
nuch the more, as ye ſee the day approach- 
Ing,” (2.) It is an injurious infiguation, 
ben profeſſors ſhew a xeluctance to ſcripturaland 
wnal terms of communion with a particular 
du urch, to reprefent that church as, in @ ſenſe, 


emſclves in fact; and they alone muſt bear the 
me of their being in a fingle ſtate, {3.) Bro- 
e regards, upon the New-Teſtament plan, 
Ae kept up among Chriſtians of different de- 

, | nominations, 


Kummunicating them, They excommunicate . - 


4s CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP, 
nominations, who have different conne& 
Theſe who hold the opinion oppoſite to my py 
poſition, will readily acknowledge this, or gf 
like Iſhmael, their hand muſt be againſt 
denomination of Chriſtians, and their pret | 
fions to catholic love muſt terminate on the 
on image.—'Fhe very error they profeſs ty d 
teſt in others! | — 5 
Theſe are the principal objections againſt m 
king other conditions of church-communion, h 
. fides the general appearances of a perſon bei 
religious. Fhe reader muii judge for himſelf, yh 
regard he thinks due to theni, and the anſwer 
have given.,—lI hate all my/erious reſerves, whic 
are generally, and ſometimes not unjuſtly, { 
ſpected of concealing fome deſign one is aſhame 
or afraid, to diſcover; and therefore fhall jg 
tify the curious reader with an honeſt account 
- THE TEST I would eſtabliſh for the admiffi 
or continuance of church- members. Two thing 
as before hinted, concur to determine wt 
ſhould be required "of them. (I.) That tht 
profeſſedly forſake the world, the fleſh, and i 
devil, and give themſelves up to the Lord Jel 
Chriſt, to walk in the faith and order of d 
goſpel, with that church they join thernſelves 
(2.) That they obſerve the fituation divine 
vidence has placed the church in, and deme: 
themſelves accordingly, in regard to her pro 
rity or adverſity, or particular condition; | 
cauſe theſe circumſtances. muſt determine the 
tent of their ſervices in every temporal conce 
and muſt guide them in ſeveral religious dutie 


Io expreſs what I mean in ſtill fewer words, 
Every admiſſible member mult profeſs his relo 
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n to © receive and obſerve, to keep pure 
and entire, all ſuch religions worſhip and or- 
Jinances, as God hath appointed in his word ꝰ 
4 to do all this, in communion with the 
durch, under every diſpenſation of providence, 
it may affect either himſelf, or the church he 


This criterion feems to be fully authenticated 
theſe pregnant, deciſive paſſages. Phil. i. 27, 
Only let your converſation be as it becometh 
the goſpel of Chriſt : that whether I come and 
ſee you, or elſe be abſent, I may hear of your 
affairs, that ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with 
one mind, 1 together for the faith of 
the goſpel.” 1 Tim. vi. 3. 4. If any man 
teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholeſome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is accord- 
ing to godlineſs; he is proud, — no- 

thing, but doting about queſtions and ſtri 
of words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, rail- 
ngs, evil ſurmiſings.“ Rom. xii. 4. 5. For 
ij we have many members in one body, and 
all members have not the ſame office: ſo we 
being many are one body in Chriſt, and every 
one members one of another.” Matth. xvi. 
Then faid Jefus unto his diſciples, If any 
man will come. after me, let him deny him- 
ſelf, and take up his croſs, and follow me.” 
er, iii. 8-11. “ I know thy works: behold, 
[ have ſet before thee an open door, and no 
man can ſhuv it: for thou haſt a little ſtrength, 
and haſt kept my word, and haſt not denied 
my name. hold, I will make them of the 
Hynagogue of Satan, (which ſay they are Jews, 
ud are not, but do lie), behold, I will make 
; Cc them 
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e them to come and worſhip before thy fg 
« and to know that I have loved thee. Becay 
« thou haſt kept the word of my patience, ] 
« will keep thee from the hour of temptation 
% which ſhall come upon all the world, tg 

them that dwell upon the earth. Bchol, 

* come quickly: hold that faſt which thou hf 
« that no man take thy crown,” 


E Prop. 11. The members of a Chriſtian chr 
uld continue in its communion, unleſs ſome ö 
taihſe induce them to ſeparate from it. 


When I ſpeak of their continuing in its com 
nion, I mean, that they ſhould join with u 
church in every goſpel-ordinance, as they ha 
opportunity. Church-communion does not co 
fiſt in an harmony of notional ſpeculations; b 
in Chriſtians obſcrving jointly all the inſtitutio 
of Chriſt, for his honour, and for their mum 

. comfort. | LETS 


The uſeT would make of this propoſition, f 
be purſued in two things; while, (I.) I give 
account of ſome of the juſt cauſes of leaving th 
communion of a church or gogregation; an 
(2.) Shew, that where theſe t auſes do not op 
rate, a ſeparation is very criminal. 


Seck. 1. I ſhall begin with an account of 
of the cauſes, that will juſtify a perſon in lean 
the communion of a particular church or c 
gregation. The point is delicate. Extremes 
dangerous, and the true medium is difficult 

de afcertained with ſufficient evidence.—In get 
ral; ſeparation muſt be criminal, where commu 
aan be preſerved with a good conſcience; for | 
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laſt expedient in a deſperate caſe. - To 
* for flight cauſes, which do not affect 
the de conſcience, is evidently wrong, and hi 
zjurious to the credit and comfort of ſociety. 
þ betrays an unſtable mind, and is but a ſorry 


2 of either a ſound judgment, 9 
don. 


But if a church admit or retain ſuch members 
þ are ignorant, erroneous, or profane, without 
mking proper enquiries concerning their cha- 
adler, principles, and behaviour; and continua 
cheriſh them, even when they have been con- 
Ked of 1 ignorance, dangerous errors, and vi- 
jous practices; ſhe is no PE Rr INI 
Ir an holy people. Or, 


Ik a church forſake the foundation of the 
poſtles and prophets, and ſubſtitute in its ſtead, 
eren join with it, tradition, ſchemes of policy 
x intereſt, the pleaſure of. magiſtrates, or her 
uramount author ſe. only heareth Chriſt's 
wings, but doth not, and may be liken- 
to an houſe built upon the ſand. She holdeth 
t the Head, even Chriſt, Or, 


If a church negle& all order and Ae une 
d her adminiſtrations and fellowſhip, he evĩi- 
kndy puts it out of her power to purge out the 
Wl leave, and to keep the Va as an 
ly ſociety, 1 Cor. v. Or, KY, 


Af a church, under high pretences of zeal 
i the vigour of diſcipline, become tyrannical 
government, caſting ſaints out of her 
amunion, becauſe they cannot approve her 
Winiſtration, though they heartily agree to her 
| 'E conſtitution z 
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conſtitution ; ſhe thereby demonſtrates, that ib 
is not following the doctrine, example, a; 
Spirit of the meek and lowly Jeſus. Or, 


If a church adopt a ſyſtem of worſhir 
founded upon the commandments of men, an, 
not on the word of Jeſus Chriſt; ſhe is veri 
corrupted from the ſimplicity, which is towar, 
Chrift, her Lord, her Lawgiver, and her King 
Or, finally, 


If a church impoſe ſinful terms of commy 
nion on her members, obliging them to forex 
Plain duty, or to commit fin ; ſhe is rather to b 
reckoned a ſynagogue of Satan, than the churc 
of the living God. | 


In any of theſe caſes, the cauſes of leaving ti 
. Communion of a particular church are juſtifiable 
and ſeparation is not only allowed as à privilg 
in theſe circumſtances, but required as @ duty 
I mean, ſeparation from fuch a church! 
juſt, neceſſary, and honourable ; becauſe to con 
tinue in her communion would neither be fa 
nor prudent, nor conformable to the main pur 
poſes of Chriſtian fellowſhip in a church-ſtate 
2 Cor. vi. 14.---18. © Be ye not unequally as 
« together with unbelievers: for what fellow 
ic ſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſne! 
ae and what communion hath light with dark 
© neſs ? and what concord hath Chrift with 
& lial ? or what part hath he that believeth, wit 
% an infidel? and what agreement hath tt 
„ temple of God with idols? for ye are tit 
i temple of the living God; as God hath faid, 
% will dwell in them, and walk in them; and 
4 vill be their God, and they ſhall be my peopie 
: - K « W herctore 
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« Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye ſeparate, faith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and 
« will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
« ſons and daughters, faith the Lord Almigh- 
U ty. | 


$:, 2. I ſhall now collect ſeveral conſidera · 
fons to ſhew, that where thefe or ſuch other 
cauſes do not operate, it is very criminal for a 
nember to withdraw himſelf, in whole or in 
hart, from the communion of a particular 
church with which he was connected, while he hay 
m opportunity to join with her as formerly. To 
withdraw wholly, is ſo obviouſly wrong, that it 
needs no demonſtration ; and befides, if it can 
de made appear that it is criminal to withdraw 
in part from communion with the church and 
congregation he belongs to, in any of the afts 
and duties of her fellowſhip, it muſt be ſtill worſg 
to leave her communion altogether The argu« 
ments againſt ſeparating, even in part, from a 
church, by leaving her communion in any of 
the acts and duties of her church-ſtate, which a 
nember has an opportunity to join in, are many, 
and, to an unprejudiced mind, they muſt have 
great weight, if they do not fully convince the 
conſcience of the error of ſuch a courſe. For, 


1, Such a practice is directly oppoſite to th 
example of the primitive Chriſtians, who.“ con- 
* tinued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles doctrine and 
* fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
* prayers,” Acts ii. 42. Theſe enlightened holy 

ons were not weak enthuſiaſts, attached to 
one another by the novelty of their ſituation, 
i Vile it was new md egos: tor they werg 

| ; —_ 
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led with the Spirit, whoſe energy produce, 
ee Parr and amiable intimacies in their ſociety 
This example is certainly recorded for our lex 
ang and imitation. Some indeed pretend to fin 
a mighty difference between that church at Jer 
ſalem, and any church in latter times; both he 
cauſe there was then no other Chriſtian churd 
in the world, and becauſe that church was in 
fallibly directed in her worſhip, obedience, and 
fellowſhip, by the miniſtry of the apoſtles in-it 
I ſhall grant that theſe firſt converts to the fait 
of a riſen and exalted Saviour, had both thel 
encouragements; and that theſe inducemen 
were greatly in their favour, to make them obe 
dient, both in word and in deed, to the will 
Chriſt, concerning their fellowſhip upon th 
humbling plan of the goſpel. But I cannot al 
low, that our aſſiſtances and encouragements fot 
fuch intimate communion as they had in their 
church-ſtate, are, in any reſpect, leſs than thei 
when their circumſtances and ours are compared 
for if theſe believers had great advantages, the 
had great diſcouragements too; and the laſt ven 
in full proportion to the firſt. They were jr 
converted from Judaiſm, which they all believe 
to have been originally a divine inſtitution : th 
were called into the faith and fellowſhip of the 

oſpel in Jeruſalem, which was the city of thi 
Fewith ſolemnities : many of them were zeal 
of the ordinances of the ceremonial law : they tre 
quently obſerved ſome of the Moſaic rites : anc 
they did not perfectly under/tand the liberties 01 
the ' goſpel-church.—— Under all theſe ſingult 
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diſadvantages, it was expedient they ſhould hare 
extraordinary afſiflances to their faith, obedience 
and worſhip, in order to make their fellowſhy 
ſublerve their edification, But the apoſtles de 
I ; triue 
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vine did not die with them. We have their 
tntiments and practice in the word of God: and 
f we do not hearken to them ſpeaking there, 
zcither would we hearken to them, though they 
vere to riſe from the dead, and miniſter among 
wia their extraordinary character. Upon the 
vhole, I affirm, that a cauſeleſs ſeparation of 
durch · members, from any of the acts and due 
ties of her commuiiion in a church; ſtate, is di: 
rely oppoſite to the examples of the primitive 
Chriſtians, whoſe fellowſhip was intimate, regu» 
lr, univerſal, and perſevering. 


2. Chriſtians withdrawing themſelves cauſeleſs · 
y from communion with the church they be- 
long to, in any of the offices of her fellowſhip, 
tends to defeat the avewed deſign of church-commu- 
gion, The — — of this divine inſtitution 
have been repreſented under the fifth propojetion, 
where it was obſerved, © that edification 4 
comfort in the faith, love, and obedience af 
revealed truth, are the great objects of reli- 
gious communion.” But how can theſe ends 
e obtained, if members, without a juſt cauſe, 
kare the communion of the church in her ſocial 
krvices? How can there be an efe#ual-working 
n the meafure of every part, making increaſe of 
the body, unto the edifying of itſelf in laue, which 
fhould be conſtantly aimed at? Separating ment- 
ders with-hold their proportion of energy and- 
operation from. the body; and put themi:lves. 
out of a capacity of receiving ſuch comfort and 
elification from the body, as their perſevering 
wmmunion might have derived upon them. — 
Perhaps. it will be replied, that their withdraw- 
nent is only occaſional, and in. ſome few: inflan- 


&. But this apology has little weight, if it he 
| Ez * done 
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done with deſign ; for church-communion cot 
fiſts in a continued ſeries of ſocial ſervices. As 
interruption of theſe ſervices muſt, therefore, 
a prejudice to the edification of the body, And 
the ſame principles that induce a member to ons 
neglect, may-induce him to many more: and if 
he can ſatisfy himſelf for one, he may, upon the 
ſame grounds, be able to juſtify bimlelf for nu 
ny inſtances of the kind.—And, if ſuch a prac 
tice become general, the body, inſtead of being 
edified in love, will become cold, partial, and 
judges of evil thoughts. Neither will their faith 
love, and obedience be ſo comfortable to them 
felves, nor ſo convincingly manifeſt to the world 


3. Cauſeleſs ſeparation from any of the ach of 
religious communion, in a church-ſtate, is of 
fenſive to fellow-members: and on this accoun 
though the action were but of an indifferent na 
ture, in itfelf, yet, being done with offence, i 
becomes a ſin. The apoſtle, ſpeaking of meat 
and the creatures, which are all good, being 
uſed with thankſgiving, and without offence 
fays, All things indeed are pure; but it is er 
« for that man who eateth with offence,” Ron 
xiv. 20. And the charge concerning this mat 
ter is very expreſs ;z—* Give none offence, nei 
<< ther to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor tt 
« the church of God,” 1 Cor. x. 32. Suppe 
ſing that, in reſpect of their morals, perfons ma 
be without juſt and blameable offence to Jev 
and Gentiles; it is eaſy to conceive other v 
of offending the church of God, viz. in matter 
of goſpel-order in a church- relation. Now, th: 
this is a cauſe of offence is too manifeſt to | 
any diſpute. Hereby the ſpirits of members 
provoked, while they apprehend their commu 

. Dio! 
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non is condemned, if not deſpiſed, by ſuch as 
ide and ſeparate from their ſocial ſervices; 
& is certain, they generally confider the with+ 
rawment of members in this light: and hence 
riſe debates, envyings, wraths, ftrifes, backbi>- 
tings, ſwellings,” tumults, 2 Cor. xii. 200. 


It is uſually pled on this head, “ That offence 
is cauſeleſsly taken, where little offence is gi 
« yen, and where none at all is intended; and 
« {6 the blame of the ſcandal cannot lie at their 
door. But 4 muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 
b far as there is an offence, ſo far the end of 
durch- communion, and the ſecurity for it, are 
wejudiced. Where offences begin, Chriſtian af 
kction and confidence end. Brotherly love is 
the great and powerful cement of all religious ſo- 
tiety, It is edified in love, but injured, in its 
poſt efſential intereſts, by animoſities and diſaf- 
kftions among its members. Whatever has a 
ndency to irritate bad tempers in others, ſhould, 
on this account, be carefully avoided, leſt we 
&ftroy their peace of mind, and become occa- 
ons of fin to them, whom we look upon as 
wak in the knowledge of their liberties in Chriſt, 
Ive are but the eccaſtons of off ence to the people 
o God, without MANIFEST NECESSITY obli- 
ging us to give ſuch occaſions of ſcandal, we cer- 
ainly fin againſt our weak brethren, and become, 
0 ſome degree, partakers of their crime.— But I 
wprchend it is ſaying too much to aver, that of- 
fence is cauſeleſsly taken at ſuch members as do not 
mnſcientioufly join with the church, in all theſe acta 
amd duties of her communion, which they allow to 
& ſcriptural : for this practice is bad in itielf, 
nd a root of bitterneſs that infects many. It 
wrts religious ſociety, and is no very PO 
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fign of a temper formed on the plan of gol 
truth. There are cafes in human ſacietics, whi 
are immediately founded on principles. of, inte 
eſt, and ſupported by s yigorqus exerciſe « 
powerful laws, that cannot admit of ſuch libe 
ties as are ſaid to be innocent in the church « 
Chriſt. The nature and conditions of churd 
communion are ho leſs plain and exprefs, th 
the laws of ſociety require them to be in e 
point reſpecting civil aftairs. 


Beſides theſe three arguments, the ſubje 
miſhes much variety from other topics : ſuch 
— That cauſelefs ſeparation diſbenours Ghrift,- 
Hoſes theſe who pratliſe it to many temptatiany, 
and hardens the inconfiderate in tbeir negiet 
church felloui ſbip. 1 cannot pretend to enlarge 
theſe points, however weighty, and theref 
Mall conclude the illuſtration and proof of ti 
propofition, with an anſwer to ſome of the n 
popular objections againſt the ſentiment 1 hy 
endeavourcd to confirm. | 


 ObjeFt. 1. There are many denominatiot 
&« of Chriſtians of different communions ; a 
« few ſober men will take upon them tofa 
« that all theſe ſeveral denominations are guil 
« of ſeparation, though they have no vilit 
&« fellowſhip : why then ſhould the crime of 
'« paration be imputed to the members of a pa 
« ticular congregation, merely for occaſional 
« glects of ſocial ſervices with their own col 
© nections, while they are occaſionally joinit 
« with other churches or congregations ?” 
Anſ. (1.) The gathering of the ſaints into 
church · ſtate, for the enjoyment of Chriſt in tl 


pureſt adminiſtration, according to What lit 
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key have, is no unchurching of others, whom 
iſt will allow to be true churches, though 
key walk not up to the ſame explicit obſerva- 
on of (what their brethren eſteem) divine ap- 
jintments. (2.) Divine providence has anſwer- 
many grand purpoſes, by Chriſtians of diffe-. 
nt denominations walking, according to their 
wht, ſeverally, in ſeparate communions; and 
erhaps will have ends to anſwer by ſuch a diſ- 
xofation, till the end of the world. (3.) Church- 
embers, belonging to- theſe ſeveral denomina- 
"ns, are obliged, both by reaſon and divine au- 
ority, to be regular, ſtedfaſt, and perſevering, 
| all the acts and ſervices of their reſpective 
mmunions; yet without giving place to un- 
ſuritable ſentiments towards others, who ap- 
ar to be zealous for the faith of the goſpel, 
jough with different views of his will. And, 
60 7 is abſurd to reaſon from the opinion of 
ferent denominations of Chriſtians a one 
other, in favour of an occaſional diſcontinuance 
ſocial ſervices among the members of any in- 
dual church or prune The cafes are 
it alike, It is univerfally confeſfed, that 
rches of different denominations, neither can 
e, nor /hould have, the ſame communion with 
ich other, that members of the ſame church 
dd congregation both may and ought to have 
mong themſelves. Therefore, (5.) The crime 
ſeparation may be imputed to theſe members 
2 congregation, who do not embrace every 
portunity of performing every duty of church - 
mmunion among their connections, with a 
eat deal more * than it can be laid againſt 
arches for forming themſelves into diſtinct ſo- 
ties, for the purpoſe of practiſing goſpel- 
i more explicitly, conformable to their views 
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of the mind and authority of Chriſt. Io 
which may be added, (6.) That the ſchifny | 
diviſions condemned in ſcripture, refer to ſuch 
are in one communion of church: fellnuſbip, and u 
primarily to the variety of Chriftian denominati; 
cach walking according to the light of uu 
wEich Chriſt bath given them.- 5 


Object. 2. A church is no priſon: and v 
& then ſhould people confine themſelves to 
« conſtant attendance with any Chriſtian con 
«© munity ?” Anſ. This is“ ſtrange languy 
c from thoſe who have, in the fight of Go 
« angels, and men, given themſelves up, in 
ce ſpecial relation, to the churches they reſpe 
&« tively belong to. In anſwer to this, I fay | 
cc wiſe, that a church of Chrift is no priſon : no, 
cc is rather to be regarded as a palace, a ſpir 
cc palace, not only on account of the dim 
dc pleaſures and privileges to be enjoyed in 
tc but as it is the habitation of the King of fain 
« and glory, where he often manifeſts his g 
te cions preſence to thoſe that love him. A 
« ſon is a place of confinement and Pp 
« which perſons arc detained. againſt their wil 
« but it is an honour to have à name and a pla 
„ in the houſe of God; an honour of whic 
« his faithful people are fo ſenſible, that it l 
c them under all the canſtraints of duty a 
4c love; and none are compelled againſt the 
« will. So far from it, that, I apprehend, ui 
« ingneſs of mind is a neceſſary qualification f 
“ church-memberſhip : for he who diſcerns u 
«© heart, accepts of nothing ſhort of a free-vi 
* offering from thoſe who pretend to worſh 
ce him. And, indeed, that declaration of a u 
« ing mind, made by all who coter into this 
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lation, is an aggravation of their wilful difor- 
— Abi 


« But if by the church not being & priſon, be 


under no obligation to duty in it, nothing can 
de more manifeſtly perverſe and abſurd. The 
duties for the obſervance of which Im plead- 
ing, are enjoined of Chriſt. It is expreſsly 
commanded, that believers in fellowfhip ſhould 
mt forſake the aſſembling of themſelves together ; 
and it is evident, that a neglect of this duty is 
deſtructive of the end, and ſtrikes at the eſ- 
ſence, of a church. To complain, therefore, 
and argue againſt any obligation to this duty, 
what is it but to groan under the yoke of 
Chriſt as grievous, and reject his appointments? 
And what teſtimony is this of Chriſtian wif- 
dom and — Shall perſons, who ſtand 
in the relation of church members, complain 
that they are not connived at, and indulged 
in neglecting the duties of that relation, and 
cheriſhed in a practice that directly tends to 
the ruin of the churches they belong to? 
What ground can they alledge for this? or, 
what of the love of Chriſt can they ſhew in it? 
li muſt be ſtrange deluſion, that ſhall make a 
man fancy, he enjoys no Chriftian liberty, if he 


ſet his own rate on the duties and privileges 
of the houſe of God? Wallin's humble addreſs 
the churches of Chriſt, p. 23. 24. 25. 


0bjet. 3. „ The end of Chriſtian inſtitutions 
i anſwered, if people attend on goſpel-ordi- 
nances ſome where, though they S not con- 
tine themſelves to attend conſtantly in one com- 
| © munit, .? 


meant, that thoſe who ftand related to it are 


be not allowed to neglect, as he pleaſes, and 
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© munity.— Anſ. If this aſſertion be tn 
not only any ſingle member, but every member 
every congregation, may reduce it to practice 
the moſt general manner; and then anarchy u 
confufion muſt enſue, Reaſon, experience, a 
the ſcripture, concur to expoſe the folly and mi 
chief of ſo looſe a principle: a principle whig 
eſtabliſhes a chimerical notion of church-comny 
nion, on the ruins of revelation and comme 
ſenſe.—-.-But this objection, with ſome othe 
will be more particularly conſidered, when 
come to explain the duties of the ſaints in 
church-ſtate, in the third chapter. 


„ 


Some inferences from the foregoing account of Cl 
fan ſociety. x 


PHE view of religious ſociety, exhibited 

the foregoing propoſitions, which have | 
explained, confirmed, and defended, (where 
defence ſeemed to be neceflary), will, I p 
fume, account for the whole ſyſtem of chur: 
adminiſtrations upon the ſcripture- plan, fo 
as they relate to the admiſſion, continuance, 
howſbip, diſcipline, ſervices, or excluſion, of 
members.---- Among ſeveral others, I beg leave 
requeſt the reader's attention to the following! 
duttions from the principles laid down in the i 
mer chapter. 


Inference 1. It is highly reaſonable, that a 
one ta be admitted into church-communion, be 
quired to ſatisfy the church, previous to his ad 
ien, concerning his ſoundneſs in — 
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gevealed truth is the foundation of the Chri- 
un church. Edification in the faith of thut 
tem, is the great object of her communion. 
lud the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus are her mem- 
ers. Theſe. who rule in the church, ſhould, 
erefore, endeavour to have all reaſonable ſatiſ- 
ation concerning their faith. —Enquiries con- 
erning their experiences are ſtrong temptations 
o hypocriſy, and, on that account, ſhould be 
managed with very great caution, - But enquiries 
oncerning the meaſure and ſoundneſs of their 
aowledge in the doctrines of faith, are autho- 
led by reaſon, and exemplified in the ſcriptures. 
\&s viii, 30 31.“ And Philip ran thither to 
him, and heard him read the prophet Eſaias, 
and ſaid, Underſtandeſt thou what thou read- 
'eſt? And he ſaid, How can I, except ſome 
man ſhould guide me? and he defired Philip 
that he would come up, and fit with him.” 
ſerſ. 35,—38. © Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the ſame ſcripture, and preached 
unto him Jeſus. And as they went on their 
way, they came unto a certain water: and the 
eunuch ſaid, See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip ſaid, 
lf thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou 
mayſt. And be anſwered and aid, I believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. And he 
commanded the chariot to ſtand ſtill : and they 
vent down both into the water, both Philip 
and che eunuch; and he baptized him.“ 


Int, 2. Public articles, creeds, or confeſſions 7. 
th, are not only uſeful, but neceſſary, is the 
tian church, | | 


The church is certainly built upon the reveal. 
vil of God, contained in the volumes of in. 
ſpiration, 
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Tpiration, which are the alone ſtandard of t 
and holineſs. I will cheerfully ſubſcribe wh! 
ever can be thought of, or expreſſed, in hong 
of the ſcriptures, and in giving them the prefe 
ence above all human compoſitions whateve 
They are the only original ſource of ſaving knd 
Tedge, the only complete rule of conduct, d 
only infallible guide to glory, and the only tt 
mony bound up and the law fealed among Chrif 
diſciples. Whatever ſpeaks not actording to t 
word, has no light in it. But it is fully conf 
ent with all theſe ſuperior honours of the din 
teſtimony,—to collect the ſenſe of the ſcripture i 
articles and creeds, by connecting paſſages that 
remote from each other, by deducing inferent 
that are not particularly expreſſed, and by e 
plaining alluſions, metaphors, and purpoſes, tt 
ure not eaſily known, and ſcarce intelligit 
without the aſſiſtance of antiquity. 


Particular occurrences in providence have bt 
the occaſion of enlarging the ſacred canon v 
new diſcoveries of truth, or with new applicati 
of what was before revealed. The ſcripture 
— velation is now complete; and nothing muſt 
added to it, or diminiſhed from it. But the 
tuations of mankind, and of the Chriſtian chu 
ſtill make it neceſſary to exhibit the will of 
in a proper contraſt to erroneous notions and 
"godly, practicet. What is this exhibition of f 
and duty, but a confeſſion of faith? If it! 
wrong view of the will of Heaven, it is hig 
diſhonourable to the ſcriptures, which it! 
tends ro be built upon: but if it is juſt, it 
ſerves regard on account of the evidence 
forth of the mind of the Holy Ghoſt,—6 
and . confeſſions muſt never be ſet on a foot 
the ſcriptures, and far leſs muſt they be fv 
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ned in their room: they only reflect that light 
n doctrines and manners, which ſhines in the 
jptures already. | 


To pretend that it is enough for men to expreſs 
teir belief of the ſcriptures, is manifeſtly wrong, 
od inadequate to the purpoſes of intimate com- 
union among the ſaints, of any denomination. 
xe Phariſees and Sadducees pretended the ſame 
wal for the law of Moſes: and, in our times, 
il the numerous ſets of Chriſtians, (ſome of 
hom err concerning the moſt important articles 
f faith, while others hold the truth in unrigh- 
rouſneſs), yet they all pretend a veneration for 
the Bible. How can a general profeſſion of be- 
leving it, then, anſwer the end of church com- 
nunion; or enable any religious ſociety to edify 
themſelves in the love of revealed trut h, by ſpeak- 
ug the truth in love, and by walking in the. 
ruth, rooted and built up in Chriſt, and ſta- 
liſhed in the faith, as. they have beca taught, 
dounding therein with thankſgiving ? 


Confeſſions, it is ſaid, have frequently been made 
pines of error, vice, and faction. I know they 
ue; and very probably they will be employed 
b ſuch wretched purpoſ:s, in ſome hands or 
aher, to the end of the world. But it is the 
misfortune of many good things to be abuſed : 
þ that this charge, however true, is not ſuffi- 
gent for ſerting the uſe of them aſide. Beſides, 
t ſeems evident from experience, that à neglect 
nd contempt of confeſſions have been too much 
Kcompanied by a diteiteem of the doctrines af 
alvation, and a cold indifference as to the con« © 
terns of truth; and that having frozen the ſpi · 
ts of mankind, and ſhaken looſe their faith, 
bey have laid them _= to the impreſſions of 

2 error, 
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error, and hereſy makes an eaſy conqueſt gf 
them. 

Liberty, charity, moderation, &c. are fine word 
and great names. But as to the application 
them in the preſent caſe, the experience of age 
paſt may reaſonably induce a prudent ſuſpicion 
that they are urged againſt articles of faith ay 
confeſſions, either through ignorance, or a hat 
deſign. 


I ſhall only add in the words of Mr Dunlop 
—“ All the beauties and excellencies of truth 
« the ſwcets and advantages of peace and unio 
&« jn ſocieties, and of a fervent love, tmutual « 
cc ſteem and harmony among Chriſtians, conc 
4 to impreſs us with very favourable notion 
ce of confeſſions, which we think ſo well adapted 
* to ſecure theſe bleſſings to a church: as 0 
ce the other hand, the deformity and danger q 
„ hereſy, the fatal effects of a flood of erron 
© breaking into a church, the grievous plague 
« of animoſities, diviſions, and. diſputes among 
ce the members and miniſters of it, every one o 
de them, with uncharitablenefs, heat, and o 
« ſtinacy, propagating contradictory opinions 
« and the melancholy influence ſuch queſtion 
« and ſpeculations have on practical godlineß 
« and the moſt amiable graces of the Chriſtia 
« life, —make us look with ſorrow and regie 
cc upon thoſe ſchemes, whereby all reſtraints o 
« order and government are deſtroyed, and 
« wide breach made for all thoſe evils and cab 
« mities to enter, and both pollute the church 
« and lay it waſte.” Large preface to the 4ſe 


bly*s Confeſſion of faith, p. (mihi) 176. 
9 
Inf. 3. Church. members indiſpenſably owe a | 
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bur of love vo each other, according to the naturg 
o their religious connection. | 


Their ſouls are purified in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren ;z and therefore, they ſhould love one 
another with à pure heart fervently, I Pet, i. 22. 
All the ſyſtem of church-eemmunion is built up- 
on principles, that have the moſt direct and 
powerful influence upon the labours of ſocial 
love; and every neglect of the ſervices due to 
ſellow· members, muſt be imputed, either to ig- 
wrance of theſe bleſſed principles, or to diſafec- 
tin to them. The labour of hve is no leſs neceſ- 
fary to complete the character of the ſaints, than 
the work of faith, or the patience of hope, 1 Theſſ. 
i. 3. Perſons, that have no appearances of love 
to the ſaints, ought not to be church-members : 
for love is the great band of union and commu- 
nion, in that relation. It becomes the ſaints, 
iter all their attainments and labours, to k 
w an humbling ſenſe of their defects in this, as 
yell as in every other grace; and to be earneſt 
vith God to invigorate and carry it on to ſtill. 
greater purity, livelineſs, and eminence, that jt 
ny grow exceedingly in all its parts and fruits. 


The labour of love, required by the Holy Ghoſt, 
implies a careful, diligent, and cheerful perform- 
ance of my office to a brother, which real af- - 
kftion can ſuggeſt, or his condition can need at 
our hand. Viewed in this extenſive light, it 
kes in the following among many more things. 
u.) A ſeaſonable relief to the n2ceffities of the 
poor, out of the abundance of their wealthier 
brethren, 1 John iii. 17. 18. But whoſo hath 
this world's good, and ſeeth his brother have 
need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of co:npaſ- 

E 4 | > any 
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« ſion from him, how dwelleth the love of Gy 
« in him ? My little children, let us not love i 
« word, neither in tongue, but in deed, and ir 
« truth.“ (2.) A fellow-feeling with each other 
both in a way of compaſſion and gongratulation 
Rom. 'Xii. 15. Rejoice with them that do re 
« joice, and weep with them that weep.” (z. 
\ Carefully forbearing to ſpeak evil one of another 
James iv. 11, ** Speak not evit one of another 
« brethren. He that ſpeaketh evil of his bre 
© ther, and judgeth his brother, ſpeaketh ej 
« of the law, and judgeth the law: but if that 
« judge the law, thou art not a doer of the lay 
« but a judge.” (4.) The reſtoring a man on: 
taken in a fault, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, Ga 
Vi. I. (5.) Uſing every method to prevent of 
fence, or to remove it where it has taken place 
by a ſtrict attention to the ſcripture-rule, Math 
Xviii. 15.—18. (6.) A- conſtant perſevering at 
tention to the apoſtles doqrine and fellowſhip 
and to breaking of bread, and to prayers, unleſ 
providentially hindered from joining with thei 
connections in theſe ſervices, Acts ii. 42. And 
to name no more, (7.) An ardent concern 
proves one another to love, and to good wor 
eb. x. 24.— Where theſe things are and: 
bound, they conſtitute an amiable, uſetul, an 
pleaſant labour of love without diſſimulation. 


The following paſſages may be conſidered fe 
ſetting the nature, obligations, and manner, 
theſe ſervices, in a ſtriking light: Eph. iv. 1. 
3. © I therefore the priſoner of the Lord, b« 
& ſeech you that ye walk worthy of the vocatic 
« -wherewith ye are called, with all lowlineſs an 
&* meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing ot 
© another in love; endeavouring to keep d 


* unity of the Spirit in the bond of pe 
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il. ii. r. 4. 3. 4 F. © If there be therefore 
« any contolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of 
« love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
« bowels and mereies ; fulfil ye my joy, that ye 
« be like-minded, having the ſame love, being 
« of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 
« done through ſtrife, or vain glory, but in 
« lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem other better 
than themſelves. Look not every man on his 
« own things, but every man alſo on the things 
« of others. Let this mind be in you, which 
« was alſo in Chriſt J:fus.” Eph. iv. 30. 31. 
.“ And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
« whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of redemp- 
tion. Let all bitterneſs, and-wrath, and anger, 
« and clamour, and evil-fpeaking be put away 
« from you, with all malice. And be ye kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as Gd tor Chriſt's ſake hath 
u forgiven you.” Chap. v. 1. 2. Be ye there» 
fore followers of God, as dear children; and 
4 walk in love, as Chriſt alfo hath loved us, 
« and hath given himſelf for us, an offering and 


* a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet - ſmelling ſavour.“ 


Inf. 4. Zeal-and charity in religion are en- 
tirely conſiſtent. Sh 


Zeal for the — honour, and ordinan- 
ces of Chriſt, in every facial connection, is both 
reaſonable and neceſſary; that they may ſtand 
faſt in one ſpirit, and may, with one mind, 
ſtrive together for the faith of the goſpel. Every 
detect, in this matter, is criminal in itſelf, diſ- 
bonouring to Chriſt, and injurious to the church, 
Ludicea's character is the very reverſe of this 
teal. She was neither celd nor hot : net cold; 


tor ſhe profeſſed to have a regard for divine ap- 


pointments, 
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pointmeats, to be concerned about 
not hot; for ſhe was not fervent in ſpirit, ſervit 
the Lord in a regular, firm, and affectionate 
tachment to the ſyſtem of her fellowſhip. As; 
effectual cure to this cold, careleſs, and indifh 
rent temper about things of a ſpiritual, heavenly 
and holy nature, he preſcribes to her caſe in tl 
Following words, * Be zealous, and repent, 
Rev. ij, 19. Theſe words are not obſcure | 
themſclves, but when the connection they ſtan 
in is conſidered, they appear to be remarkgh 
ſtriking; and imply, that it is our duty to {| 
off all dull formality, indolence, and hypocriſy 
in ſerving God, and in the duties of our Chi 
ſtian fellowſhip, and to have our affections it 
ſpired with ſacred love and fervour, in a conſtant 
cordial regard to every ſervice, ordained in ti 
churches by divine authority, and ſubſervient u 
Chriſtian improvement in vital religion. 
zealous, employ the whole vigour and ardency 
your renewed ſauls in an holy, devoted regan 
to the divine will: and repent, reflefting with in 
genuous ſhame and grief upon your former luke 
warmneſs, and turning from it with full purpoſ 
of heart, firmly reſolved that ye will not forlak 
the houſe of your God, but that you will ſtud 
to cultivate the ſame mind that was in Chris 
whoſe undaunted courage, and fervent zeal fo 
the glory of God, and the purity of divine inſt 
tutions, called to the diſciples mind that proph 
tic paſſage, The zeal of thine houſe hath eaten u 
1p, John ii. 19. 
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Charity and moderation in religion are no le 

. TEaſonable and neceſſary, than the zeal Ihave de 

' ſcribed, The apoftolic direction is plain and po 
ſitive,.—“ Let your moderation be known. to 
men,“ Phil. iv. 5. Every Chriſtian has 
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nuch experience of his own deptavity, — 
nnce, and evil propenſities, that he cannot ap 
xrove of his own character altogether. It is very 
abſurd to ſuppoſe, that any Chriſtian ſociety can 
e perfect, being compoſed of members who are 
mperfeft. The whole cannot be more perfect 
than the ſeveral parts will admit. Amidſt theſe 
mperfections, prudence requires us to chooſe 
the pureſt connections; but piety forbids us to 
de malevolent, cenſorious, and uncharitable, to- 
rds thoſe who do not manifeſtly appear to be 
enemies to the truths of the goſpel, Phil. i. 15. 
16.17. 18.“ Some indeed preach Chriſt even 
of envy and ſtrife ; and ſome alſo of good will: 
the one preach Chriſt of contention, not ſin- 
* cerely, ſuppoſing to add affliction to my bonds: 
* but the other of love, knowing that I am ſet 
for the defence of the goſpel. What then? 
" notwithſtanding every. way, whether in pre- 
" tence, or in truth, Chriſt is preached; and I 
therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” 
zeal ſhould be directed to the honour of God, in an 
holy devoted regard to the divine will; When 
operates upon this principle, it muſt warmly 
prove whatever appears to be agreeable to the 
nind of God in every party, which is true ratio- 
ul charity: and muſt deteſt whatever appears to 
te inconſiſtent with it, which conſtitutes that 
ly ſingularity wherein the people of God ſhould 
uſtinguiſh themſelves, that they may the better 
obſerve the ordinances of Chriſt, Thus Chri- 
ſtan zeal ig charitable, and Chriſtian charity is 
zalous, They mutually deſcribe and charac- 
trize each other. 


Ignorance of the nature, extent, and influence 
of zeal and charity, has given · riſe to a vulgar er- 
tor, which few are at pains enough to correct, — 
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That theſe Chriſtian virtues are nat conſiftent j 
their operations. To divide them is criminal 
but to o9ppe/e one of them to the other is ſhack 
ing. We ſee it done, however, every day, u 
among every denomination of Chriſtians, By 
from the beginning it was not ſo. God hal 
joined them together, and no man may ſafely a 
tempt to put them aſunder. Bigotry, vid 
re ſo highly to zeal, and latitudinarianiſn 

hich pretends ſo much to catholic love: the firf 
excluding every benevolent idea, except toward 
their own party, and the laſt rioting in a wantor 
contempt of regular order, and the particular in 
timacies of ſocial connections, —are both of then 
extremes. There muſt be a medium; though hy 
is an happy man, that is taught of God, both it 
theory and practice, to keep the middle courſe 
extremes being as common, as they are dangerm 


Inf. 5. The irregularity of members on the hea 

of fecial ſervices in a church-flate, is a juſt cauſe g 

Suſpending them from .aftual cammunign in tha 
—_—..: ; 


Allowing them to be goad men, and men of gre 
' qnderſtanding, yet if they do not walk in love 
-  condefcenfion, and harmony with their copper 
tions, they do not walk edifyingly, and the 
practice muſt injure the comfort and happinel 
of ſociety. Every flight difference in ſentimen 
and practice ought not to induce an hard and ſe 
vere opinion of them. Some points of diff 
'renc® are very immaterial, and have no ſenfibk 
effect upon the order of the church. Such mit 
ters ſhould be borne with on all hands But if: 
member wilfully deviate from the rules and lau 
-&f the church, whole obſervation he bad engage 
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mto upon his entering into it, he forfeits there- 
by his actual communion in it. Agreeable to 
this, Dr Owen ſays, “ Thus far is every lawful 
u confederate ſociety enabled and warranted by 
a the light of nature, to remove from its com- 
« munion, and from a participation in its rights 
u and privileges, any of its number, who will 
« not walk according to the rules and principles 

u of its coaleſcency and conſtitution. Whereas, 
« therefore, the rule of the cofiſtitation of the 
« church, is, that men walk together in holy 
« obedicnce unto the commands of Chrift, and 
« the obſervatice of all his inſtitutions, with- 
* out giving offence unto one another, or 
u thoſe that are without, by any ſinful mil- 
« rarriage, and do abide in the profeſſion of 
* the truth; if any dne ſhall wilfully and ob- 
u ſtinately tranſgreſs in any of theſe things, it is 
the right and duty, and in the power of the 
church, to remove him from its ſociety.” True 
nature of a goſpel-church, p. 199. mh 
The ſcripture is full, plain, and expreſs on 
this head. 'The following paſſages are a ſufficient 
proof of it. Rom. xvi. 17.18. © Now I beſeech 
« you, brethren, mark them which cauſe divi- 
can © fions and offences, contrary to the doctrine 
WJ © which ye have learned; and avoid them. For 
© they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus . 
1 © Chriſt, but their own belly; and by good 
© words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of 
che fimple.” Phil. iii. 15. 16. 17. Let us 
"© therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus mind- 
a * cd: and if in any thing ye be otherwiſe mind- 
cad, God ſhall reveal even this unto you. Ne- 
« vertheleſs, whereto we have already attained, 
* let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the 
* ſame thing. Brethren, be followers —_— 

a Us . vn 
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« of me, and mark them which walk ſo, az 0 
„ bave us for an enſample.“ 2 Tim. il. 16, i) 

“ Shun profane and vain babblings; for t 
c will increaſe unto more ——_—_— and the 
« word will cat as doth a canker,” oy a gangrene 
Tit. iii. 9. 10. 11.“ But avoid fooliſh * 
« and genealogies, and contentions, and fri 
s vings about the law; for they are unprofitable 
% and vain. A man that is an heretic, after the 
.« firſt and ſecond admonition, reject : knowing 
ic that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and finneth 
e being condemned of himſelf.” Many oth, 
„ _teſtimonies might be adduced ; but at the mouth 
of ſo many witnefles as have been led in proof 
already, the point is abundantly confirmed 
though a multitude of other evidences are read 
to give their teſtimony : for God /f eaks once, yea 
twice, on this ſubject, to prevent all cavilling, ar 
to filence every objector, in a caſe which is ex- 
ceeding plain, though much controverted, 


e A. A F. . 


Directions concerning the communion of ſaints, in 
church. relation. 


| I Shall conclude this eſſay on church · commu- 

nion with ſome directions concerning it, 
ſhewing how her members may beſt obtain the 
ends of their connection in a ſocial relation. My 
thoughts on this branch of the ſubject, may be 
reduced to four heads of advice. Let Chriſtians 
be cautious in forming —ſtedfaſt in maintaining 
diligent in improving, and—fearful of breaking, 
their religious connections. 


Direct. 1. Let Chriſtians be cautious in forming 
their religious connections. Tha 
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This advice has a near relation to my plan 
ind purpoſe, though it does not regard perſons 
4 already fixed in their religious fellowſhips. But 
ij the future conduct of church-members has a 
at dependence upon the principles and man- 
ner of eſtabliſhing their connections at firſt, it 
muſt be reckoned an important object of conſi- 
deration, to proceed properly ia this matter. With 
this view I recommend the utmoſt caution, and 
nature defiberation unto all that with or expect 
to be comfortable in a church - relation; adviſing 
them to ponder well the path of their feet, in 
every ſtep they take in ſuch an important buſi- 
neſs. The direction may be reſolved into three 
branches. = 


1. Do not, my dear Chriſtian friends, live 
fingle and unconnected in religious ſocicty. Preſs 
into the kingdom of heaven. Become compa- 
hions of them that fear God. Go forth by the 
footſteps of the flock. The diipolition of a 
Chriſtian is to enjoy and communicate ſocial 
energy. Be not dcceived, mifled, or impoſed 
en, by any means, to neglect religious tellow- 
ſhip, upon any pretence whatever. Do not live 
m a continued neglect of comm:nded duty, by a 
continued contempt of the high mandate ot Ha- 
ven,— It any man will be my diſciple, let him 
„ —tollow me,” putting on every holy temper, 
ind walking in every divine inſtitution. Do not 
ſhame the faces of the prophets and apoſtles of 
the Lord, who have repreſented ſuch intimacics 
the happy privflege, and eminent honour of 
the ſaints. Do not ſeparate yourſelves from the 
great cloud of witneſſes, whe, in the apoſt lic 
we, aflociated themſelves in church-conneCtions, 
is ſoon as they gladly received the word. Do 
not reject the _— godly ſocicty, while you 
Ac 
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are on the way to your everlaſting home, D. 
not reckon ſuch an inſtitution uſeleſs. Do not, 
Odo not, reckon yourſelves unworthy of eter. 
nal life, by deſpiſing theſe intimacies on earth, 
which give a foretaſte of the pleaſures that are 
in heaven, where fellowſhip will be divinely plea- 
ſant, full, and endleſs. “ Finally, my brethren, if 
« there be any conſolation in 2 any com- 
« fort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if 
c any bowels and mercies; fulfil ye the joy” of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, of angels and 
faints, that ye be like-minded, having the fame 
love, being of one accord, of one mind,” Phil, 
Y. 1. 2. : 


2. Conſider well the principles, conflitution, and 
rafices of that church you intend to join with, 
here are, undoubtedly, ſome diſtinguiſhing 

characters of a true church, which ought to be ſe- 
riouſly pondered, when you intend to enter into 
actual communion with any part of the viſible 
church. Let Papiſis triumph as they will in Bel- 
larmine's marks of a true church, which Prote- 
ſtants have repeatedly confuted and -expoſed; 
but do you © prove all things, and hold faſt that 
& which is good.” Examine and try the truth 
and falſchood of every doctrine and practice, by 
the ſtandard of the word, in a humble depend- 
ence on the light and influence of the holy Spirit, 
to enable you to form a right judgment econcern- 
ing them: and when, upon impartial trial, ye 
find what is really good and honourable, in point 
of truth or. duty, maintain and abide by it. “ 
« fpeak as to wiſe men, judge ye what I ſay,” on 
this point; eſpecially ia the following weight) 
caſes, 


Is it ſafe.or honourable to join in communion 
With a church, that docs not ſtand on the — 
; | F 
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ground of truth * ? If the truth of the goſpel 
in ſome of its eſſential articles, be corrupted; if 
the ruin and recovery of mankind be denied, or 
miſrepreſented ; if Chriſt be not held as the Head | 
ad Fountain of knowledge, righteouſneſs, and 
. WY duty; if good works are made, in whole or in 
vrt, our juſtifying 2 before God; if 

perſonal holineſs is fer aſide, and rendered uſe- 
eſs; if the co- equal, conſubſtantial Deity of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be denied; if the 
ſorereignty of divine favour to ſinful men be im- 
pugned, or even not aſſerted; if human deciſions 
re made a rule of faith; if creature · performan - 
ces are made the condition of enjoying the favour 
of Heaven; if Chriſtian morality is repreſented in a 
light that does not exalt it above the righteouſ- 
neſs of the ſcribes and Phariſees, who obſerved 
the letter of the law :—in any, or all of theſe 
caſes, I beſeech you to conſider, whether you 


* The pillar and ground of truth is referred by ſome to the” 
church. and by others to Timothy «nd goſpel-minitters Bot 
the truth of the goſpel is more properly the pillar and ground 
of the church, than the church is of tne truth, and the church 
annot poſſibly be the pillar of truth any otherwiſe, than as 
holds forth and maintains the tfuth, which itſelf is built up- 
;m; and though the apoſtles are called pillars, Gal. ii. g- yet 
bey cannot be ſaid to be ſo in their own perſons, but only 
n in their miniſtrations they ſypported the goſpel-doQri 1e 
tncerning Chriſt, as the foundation of the church, 1 C -r. 
lu. o 11. which, on that account, is called the foundation »f 
tte apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
corner ſtone, Eph. ii. 10. and the doftrine of Peter's con» 
ſelon, or Chriſt, whom he confeſſed, is called the Rock on 
wich he would build his church, Matth. xvi. 18. It therefore 
ſeems to me, that, in oppoſition to the pillars and foundation 
fa material temple, which is here alluded to, the truth of the 
phel or Chriſt as exhibited in the goſpel, is meant 2 pil- 
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E tand ground of truth, on which the church ſtands, as its 
undation and ſupport : accordingly this truth is ſpoken of 
the appellation of the myltery of gadlinefs ;” and ſe» 
"al articles of it are ſpecified in the following verſe, 
Me marginal note un 8 Tim. ili. 15. | | 
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can reaſonably expect, that your communion 
would be either u/e/ul or ſafe. a 


Again, can you think it ſafe to join with a church, 
whoſe worſhip is taught by the commandments and 
authority of men? * God is a Spirit, and they that 
% worſhip him, muſt worthip him in ſpirit and 
« in truth,” John iv. 24. his is it that the 
« Lord ſpake, ſaying, 1 will be ſanctified in them 
« that come nigh me” in any act of goſpel - wor. 
ſhip, Lev. x. 3. If any ordinance of Chriſtian 
worſhip is rejected; if human ſervices and rites 
are joined with the appointments of Heaven; i 
the manner of performing religious duties is 
changed, limited, or. modelied by the pleaſure of 
men :—if you find that the ſyſtem of worſhip ir 
a church is digeſted. in ſuch a form, it is ſureh 
an object of ſerious conſideration, whether yo 
can, in theſe circumſtances, unite yourſelves it 
connections, that would oblige you to worſhip 
jealous God, by theſe means, or in that manner 
Which you believe to be unauthoriſed in his word 
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Moreover, it ſurely merits your attention, whe 
ther there is a reaſonable proſpect of edificatior 
to your ſouls in the communion of a church 
where paſtors are eftabliſhed in congregations by 
the power of a man, whoſe family has been, per 
haps in the dark ages of Popiſh ſuperſtition, 
temporal benefactor to them, and is uſually cal 
ed a patron ® Without entering, at prefent, 0 
the merits of the cauſe, relative to the right 
patronage in the Chriſtian churches, I only be 
leave to urge upon your thoughts a juſt regart 
to the tendency of this ſcheme, where-ever it is c 
ried into execution. It manifeſtly robs the peopl 
of God of their religious rights, and inveſts then 
in hands that are not likely to make a good u 
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of them ; it opens a proſpect for the patron”* 

friend to a comfortable proviſion; it lays a ftrons 

emptation before the miniſter ſo called to exe” 
(ae his office rather to the pleaſure of his bene” 
baor, than to the edification of his congrega- 
ba; and it gives a wicked preference of worldly 
ches to religious characters in the kingdom of 
2 UM. This point is confidered, with great 
u pdgment and candour, in a late performance, 
FF entitled, © An attempt to prove, that every ſpe- 
nM cies of patronage is foreign ta the nature f 
the church: in fix diſſertations.” Printed by 
ol Gray & Alſton; 1768. Ps 
5M Beſides, it is both prudent and neceffary, that- 
you ponder the ſecurity you are like to have, in 
ichurch-ſtate, for the effectual exerciſe of diſ- 
epline, in making a ſeparation between the pre- 
tous and the vile, and in purging out the old 
kaven of corrupted members, that the church 
way keep her feaſt as a new lump, Jer. xv. 19. 
Cor. v. 7. 13. “ Purge out therefore the 
* old leaven, that ye may be a new lamp, as ye 
are unleavened. For even Chriſt our paſſover 8. 
facrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the 
feaſt, not with old leaven, neither with the 
 leaven. of malice and wickednefs; but with 
the unleavened bread: of fincerity and truth. 
| wrote unto you in an epiſtle, not to com- 
pany with. fornicators. Yet. not altogether - 
vith the fornicators of this world, or with the 
covetous, or extortioners, or with. idolaters x 
for then muſt ye needs go out of the world. 
But now I have written unto you, not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother” 

2 fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, 

or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, 
vith ſuch an one, no not to eat For what 
tare I to do to judge them alſo. that are with» 
EO” G. 3 | « out? 
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« gut? do not ye judge them that are within! 
« But them that are without, God judgeth. There. 
. 5 fore put away from among yourſelves that 
« wicked perſon.” Rev. ii. 2. © I Eno thy works, 
&« and thy labour, and thy patience, and hoy 
'« thou canſt not bear them which are evil: and 
te thou haſt tried them which ſay they are apo- 
« ſtles, and are not; and haſt found them liars, 
Verſ. 6. But this thou haſt, that thou hateſt 
ec thedeeds of the Nicolaitans, which I alſo hate. 
Verſ. 14. 15.“ But I have a few things againſt 
tc thee, becauſe thou haſt there them that hold 
„ the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac te 
« caſt a ſtumbling-block before the children of 
&« Iſrael, to eat things ſacrificed unto idols, and 
tc to commit fornication. So haſt thou alſo ther 
c that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans 
« which thing I hate.” — The arder and con 
ſtitution of that church, which do not enable her 
to exerciſe diſcipline: faithfully, vigorouſly, an 
impartially, are certainly defective. It a ode 
deciſions are over-awed by civil laws and penal 
ties; or if her members — not united upor 
this condition, that they will walk in mutua 
love, and will ſeverally ſubmit to her order and 
diſcipline ; pray, conſider with yourſelves, wha 
reaſonable ſecurity you could expect to find, it 
ſuch a communion, for 4 pure and holy fellou 


ſhip. 


+ Finally, conſider whether the church you in 

tend to join is tyrannicai in her government. | 
is the duty of a church to revenge all diſobedienc 
as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. x. 6. But /everi 
againſt offending members, = no, where auth 
riſed by the meek and lowly Jeſus. His doctrit 
and his example, are ſo far from cauutenancin 
any thing of this kind, that they are a flat co 
| /tradicuo 
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tradiction to it in every ſhape. Can you really 
think, that the ſpirit of the goſpel prevails; 
where the only means uſed for removing the 
ſcruples, for anſwering the doubts, or for ſatiſ- 
fring the conſciences of the members, who 
need ſatis faction, eſpecially, if they alſo reſpect- 
fully deſire it, is @ vislent, forward exertion of 
church. pu rt Be not blinded by any inſinua- 
tons of crafty men, that would tell you, ſuch a 
rigorous procedure is neeeſſary in making a fair 
fand for truth. Can you think, that divine truth 
s ſo deſtitute of evidence, as to need ſuch a 
field? You have reaſon to ſuſpect, either that 
the cauſe, which is ſupported by theſe furious 
meaſures, is bad; or that its advocates and par- 
tlans are weak, if not unprincipled men. An 
upright and judicious friend to truth, will always 
am at commending himſelf to.every man's con- 
ſcience in the fight of God, by an open, faith- 
ful manifeſtation of the reaſons and evidences of 
what he takes to be truth. He is ready to give 
unto every man that aſks him, another ſort of 
reaſon for the hope that is in him, than either 
the opinion or deciſion of a council, or the 
powerful weight of church - authority. — A ty- 
rannical adminiſtration of church-diſcipline may 


reaſonably farbid a prudent man to join her com- 
munion. | 


Upon the whole, it is neceſſary that Chriſtians 
feek out a communion, where the doctrine is 
ſound, the worſhip pure, her privileges free, 
and her diſcipline regular and vigorous, yet mor 
&rate and gentle. , 


3. Conſider ſeriouſly your own ends and pur» 
170 in joining yourſelves to a congregation. 
hat do you with or hope to gain by a church- 

| 2 candecti on ? 
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connection ? After the multitude had been at. 
tending on the miniſtry of John the Baptiſt, our 

inte rrogated them in theſe terms, —What 

went ys out info the wilderneſs to foe * Matth. xi, 
 &,—ln ſuch terms you ought to aſk your con- 

iences, concerning your mofiver and aims, in 
| ng 2 connection. wth a congrepation, 
he heart is deceitful, proud, and ſelfiſh, and 

frequently deceives and mifleads. mankind in 
their religious conduct. Events have often dif: 
covered ſome fatal error that muſt have produced 
unprincipled church- connections: for light as 
the matter may appear in the eyes of many, it is 
certain, that an unneceſſary forfiking of com- 
munion with a Chriſtian church, is a manifeſt 
proof of ſome wrong motives and defigns in 
_— their original connection, 1 John ii. 
19. They went out from us, but they were 
© not of us: for if they had been of us, they 
% would no doubt have continucd with us: but 
* they went out, that they might be made ma- 
« niteſt, that they were not all of us.” 


Do you wiſh to exhibit and maintain, to pro- 
feſs and contend for a ſyſtem of ſound principles 
Is it your governing aim to hold faft, in this holy 
and intimate relation to the people of God, the 
Form of ſound words delivered in the ſacred oracles? 
Do you join a church, becauſe you are ſatisfied, 
upon clear evidence, and due enquiry, that her 
ſociety is uſeful to open the mind to the difco- 
verics of truth, to quicken and goverw a regular 
zeal, and to fortify the mind againſt the deceit- 
ful appearances under which error makes fatal 
— 2 upon it, in a ſingle unconnected 

e 


| Do you intend, in + church · ſtate to-honour 
Ee | f 
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God, by ob/erving the ſimplicity of goſpel-worſ/bip, 
aud keeping pure and entire all the ordinances ' 
of it? The ſcriptnre is certainly very full and 
apreſs on the duties and obligations of divine 
rorſhip, in public, private, and ſecret. Several 
ordinances of religious worſhip can only be ob- 
ſerved in a church - ſtate. Without ſuch con- 
neftions, it is plain, theſe ordinances muſt go in- 
o diſuſe, as far as the practice of individuals 
can operate; and where is the proof to the world, 
u this caſe; that the neglecters of ſuch inſtitu» 
tions love, obey,” and, honour the authority of 
Chriſt? — But when you reſolve on forming holy 
connections in a church-relation, are you impele 
ed by an earneſt deſire to do the will of Chriſt, 
and to enjoy his preſence, while you take ſweet 
1 his people in every ſocial religious 
ſervice? 8 


Again, do you pròpoſe to yourſelves, in that 
holy relation, to maintain, and to ſubmit to the 
mpartial exerciſe of church-diſci;line * That this 
end may be effectually obtained, do you reſolve, 
n a firm dependence on divine grace, to obey in 
the Lord them that have the rule over you, and to 
follow their faith ? Do you purpoſe to conſider 
well your ſtatian and place in the church, and 
to be conſcientious. in performing the duties of 
t, ſubmitting yourſelves, in the ſpirit of love 
and meekneſs, unto the admonitions, reproofs, 
and exhortations, both of your ſpiritual guides, 
and of your brethren, on every proper occaſion ? 
Unleſs this be. your fixed — it is very 
inprobable, that your religious connection will 
either prove uſeful to yourſelves, or comfortable 
© the church. | 


And, finally, do you . and hope to promote 


and 
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and preſerve an holy bras, temper, and tin 
of mind, in your whole converfation, —.— 
your religious communion, both as an inducemen 
to this holineſs, and as a means of maintaining 
it? Are you reſolved to look well to yourſeb 
as well as to your brethren, leſt any root of impu 
rity and bitterneſs grow up to trouble you or 
them? Are you deſirous of walking together 
in the fear of the Lord, adding to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to know 
ledge, temperance; and to temperance, pa 
tience; and to patience, godlineſs; and to god 
lineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to brother] 
kindneſs, charity or love. a 
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Upon the whole, examine your own heart 
eoncerning your defipns in. propoſing to form 
connection with the ſaints in a church-relatio 
Endeavour to obtain ſatis faction to your mine 
upon every branch of this queſtion, —Whethe 
your conſciences bear you witneſs in the fight of 
God, that your goyerning morives and ends are 
to maintain ard exhibit ſoundne/s in the faith 
the goſp the femplicity of inflituted worſhip 
the impartial exerciſe of diſcipline - and, that þ 
rity of perfonat and ſocial converſation, which 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt The queſtion i 
weighty and neceſſary. Conſider what anſw 
von will give unto God, who cannot be deceived 
and who will not be mocked. Superficial though 
on this ſubject, are, perhaps, the chief reaſon of 
that inſtability fo often to be ſeen among church 
members, who, having entered into communio 
without conſideration, are fickle in all the duties 
of it, and carried about with every wind of dor- 
- trine, or with every guſt of paſſion. Zut thu 
calls my attention to another point, viz. 


Direct 


CHURCH-FELLOWS HIP. 83 


Direct. 2. Let cburcb members be ſtedſaſ in 
ntaining their religious connettions. - 


When the hearers of Peter's ſermon on the 

of Pentecoſt, which next followed after the 
xfurretion of Chriſt, became believers, they 
kbmitted to baptiſm, and united in a church- 
fate, This aſſociation was not temporary and 
xcafional : for “ they continued ſtedfaſtly in 
« the apoſtles doctrine, and fellowſhip, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers,” Acts ii. 
u. Their practice is recorded for an example 
p us, and ſufficiently. pfoves, that theſe who are 
(ded to, or made members of, a particular con- 
regation or church, ought firmly and ſtedfaſtly 
perſevere in all the ordinances and inſtitutions 
pointed by Chriſt for their edification and 
pnfort in that church. 9 


| is truly a lamentable caſe, that in this age 
bich affects to be thought eminently enlighten- 
|, there are ſo many unſtable ſouls, ſometimes 
ne, and ſometimes there, who muſt think, if 
think on the caſe at all, that the church is 
ly a temporary ſociety, and her fellowſhip 
rely an Ooccaſional thing. If they reckon her 
mmunion and ſervices/tated, they muſt be con- 
mned of their ownſelves for their wavering un- 
ud practices. Permit me, my brethren, to uſe 
freedom with you as I think the caſe re- 
ures ; and do not count me your enemy, be- 
uſe I tell you what I apprehend is the truth, 
du are called unto liberty, only uſe not your 
erty for an occaſion of the fleſh, | 


et none entertain a prejudice againſt me, un- 
an apprehenſion, that I take upon me to 
Wure every church-member who is not 4 ways 


preſent, 
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preſent, when the church to which he belong 
gathered together. I am ſenſible of the varie 
of events and occurrences that from time to tim 
break in upon profeſſors, and neceſſarily inter 
rupt and hinder their attendance. It would by 
very weak and uncharitable not to remember thi 
bodily infirmities, the turns and events of life 
and many other things that fall out in every ſta 
tion, and from time to time iriterrupt Chriſtian 
in this privilege and duty. But the practice 
condemn, is an allowed neglect of ſtated attend 
ance in church- aſſemblies with their conneCtions 
through ſloth, caprice, itching ears, love of th 
world, or any other carnal, curious, or delufiy 
motive, whereby the inſtitutions of Chriſtian fe 
lowthip are rendered leſs beautiful and leſs fru 
ful. A negle& which I will venture to ſay, 
no other than a breach of the communion 
faints in their church-relation. — As a mean 
of conviction, I intreat thoſe, who are either f. 
len into this courſe, or inclined to defend it, { 
riouſly to confider what they are doing, and 
give place to deliberate' reflections on the follo 
ing things. 


1. By this neglect one main deſign of a ſtan, 
ing miniſtry of the word is ſubverted, or rend 
ed in a great meaſure fruitleſs. One princi 
buſineſs of a goſpel-miniſter, with reſpect to t 
| flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made hi 
overſeer, is, to diſpenſe the word, not in a forn 
manner, or merely as a ſyſtem of doctrine, b 
as it may ſuit the condition and circumſtances 
his people. On this account, the duty enjoined ( 
him is, care over them, converſe with them, 2 
attention to them, to the end that, ſeeing thi 
tempers and ficuations, their frames and diſpe 


tions, and conſidering the various -temptat. 
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one or other of his members, or the whole body, 
may fall into, he may bring a word in ſeaſon to 
their caſe. A wiſe and faithful miniſter will be 
careful to obſerve all the diſpenſations of provi- 
dence and grace which may affect the people un- 
der his charge: and when he diſcerns and under- 
ſtands their particular caſes, he is earneſt in pray- 
er, ſtudies & fcriptures, and endeavours, by. all 
the means in his power, to form his diſcourſes 
for their warning and comfort Hut in vain are 
all a miniſter's watchfulneſs, prayer, meditation, 
and labour in ſuch a wew, if his people be incon- 
ſtant and careleſs in attending at the appointed 
ſeaſons of miniſtration. Think ſoberly upon the 
caſe, and judge in yourſelves, whether ſuch un- 
ſtedfaſtneſs has not a manifeſt tendency: to 
ieve and diſcourage your paſtors, to provoke 
the Lord, by oppoſing the end of that miniſtry he 
bath appointed, and to injure your own ſouls, by 
bling the benefit, and «defeating the purpoſe of 
that miniſtry you have choſen. Heb. xiii. 17. 
« Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
« ſubmit yourſelves : for they watch for your 
„ ſouls, as they that muſt give account: that 
« they may do it with joy, and not with grief: 
« for that is unprofitable for you.” 1 Theff. 
7. 12. 13. “ And we beſcech you, brethren, 
* to know them which labour among you, and 
Hare over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you; 
* and to eſteem them very highly in love for 
* their work's ſake ®.*” ' _- 
2. Bx 


* The reverend Dr Conder on this text, obſerves, It is 
1 penple's duty to know thoſe that ere over them in the 
Lord as to their ſpecial character and relation. Miniſters are 
Ciriſt's commiſſion-officers, and they are ſpirited and gifted 
by him for the ſervice of your ſouls. , They are ambaſſadors 
i heralds from the nn of peace to publiſh glad dings, 
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2. By this neglect of conſtant attendance wi 
their fellow-members, in a zealous, — 
— all the duties of religious fellowſhip, 
iſtians become guilty of breaking their ry 

| . | lemn 
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and to diffuſe the royal proclamation of peace on earth, 
good will to men. be Lord has given them a — 
to diſpenſe his word, reſerving to himſelf the power of com- 
manding the bleſſing. © Who then is Paul, and who is Apol. 
« los, but miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
« gave to every man?” 1 Cor. i. 5. ' 

To know your miniſters. in their character then, is to look 
upon them as Chriſt's commiſſioners, Chriſt's ſervants, Chriſt's 
wiſe and gracious proviſion for your conſolation and ſalyation: 
and the word they diſpenſe, ſo far as it is ſupported by the 
ſacred oracles, is not to be regarded as the inftruftion of the 
ſpeaker, . but as his inſtruction in whoſe name they ſp 
eyes ſteadily on this point in all your public at- 
tendances, and it may be expected our goſpe will not come 
unto you in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much aſſurance.— And as to their relation to you, 
ſuch whom God hath united your choice in for ſtated work, 
they are in à peculiar manner his ordinance for your good, 
you are to know them» as your own, as Gods ſpecial provi- 
fion for you. And would ye grow in graee, adorn your pro- 
feſſion, and make ſenſible advancements in the divine life, 
then know them that labour among you, #. e. make conſcience 
of cleaving to their miniſtry, adhering to their inſtruQtions, 
converſing freely with them, ard adwitting them _ and 
faithfully to converſe with you concerning the affairs of your 

recious-ſouls. Give me leave to — theſe hints alittle. 
You open your Sabbaths with contemplation and prayer, your 
ſouls thirſt after God, you breathe for a freſh meſſage of 
grace from him under his word: and is the queſtion with you, 
Where ſhall I go to-day ? whoſe miniſtry ſhall I attend? ſhall 
T turn in here to the right, or there to the left, and hear what 
God, by ſuch or ſuch a miniſtry, ſhall ſay to m ſoul? No, 
no! this indeed is too much the temper and conduct of many, 
but it is a temptation, a weakneſs. The path of preſcribed 
duty is directly before you, Know them that labour among 
« y0u;” rather think of filling up your places than of in- 
dulging your f:ncies; remember he that plants is not 217 
thing, nor he that waters. but God that gives the increaſe 
The bleſſing is wholly at his diſpoſal, and you bave much 

reater — 4 to expeci it under the miniſtrations of them he 


1 ſet ever you, than of any others. Kuew them *. 
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lemn obligation before God to walk with their 
brethren in all the ſervices of their ſocial relation. 
They are much miſtaken who ſuppoſe, that their 
church-relation only obliges them to a moral 

converſation, 


ip your cloſets, by earneſt and frequent prayer for them, that - 
|< quit be farnihed with a word in — to you; know 
them in their Chriſtian viſits, by a kind reception of all their : 
friendly counſels, and cautions, and reproofs, which faithfuk 
neſs and affoction may occaſionally ſuggeſt; and know them 
in the houſe of God, by a cloſe attention to their public in- 
ſtruct ions, as om the particular meſſage, which it was 
the all-diſpofing will of God, you ſhould at ſuch a time receive 
from them. In ſuch a temper of mind the word will come 
elothed with authority, your miniſters will be heard with 
acceptation, and your hearts cheared and refreſhed with the 
bleſing. Conder's ſermon at My Stafford's ordination, p. 45. 

The pious and judicious Mr Durbam of Glaſgow, treat- 
ing of the particular relation between a miniſter and a parti 
lar flock, 8, that it doth ariſe from theſe 2 
From the Lord's ſpecial affigning ef one particular church, to 
one man*rather than to another: in which he is to labour for 
＋ of the whole. In which reſpoct, as he is a miniſter 

ilt to the catholic church, and hath that common with 
other miniſters; ſo hafh he this peculiar to him, that he is 
_ deſigned in reference to that portion, as it, were his 
— r poſt. (z.) Upon this. delegation, by the Maſter, 

h a people become peculiarly his; and- by the Maſter's ap- 

intment, are to ſubmit to the ordinances adminiſtrated by 
im; becauſe that ſame Lord and Maſter. of the miniſter, who 
warrants him peculiarly to treat with ſuch a people, being al» 
{o Maſter of that flock, oalleth them peculiarly to ſubmit to 
him: from which, according to his appointment, there doth 
wiſe a mutual obligation between ſuch a miniſter and ſuch a 
people: he is obliged to miniſter unto them in the goſpel; and 
they are obliged to ſubmit to him, ſtrengthen him, acknow- 
ledge him, communicate to him in all good things, and to pro» 
vide for him, Cc. And this mutual relativn is not fi 
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J. merely on volun conſent, nor is of a perſonal gature, (to 
ed ſpeak ſo); that 10 a7 f he or they were diſpobGug of themſelves 
"> WY © principal parties; but it is an oblig: tion flowing from the 
* former delegation, and cannot but follow from the mature 
* thereof, — by virtue of the general commands given, Heb. 
: Xi. 17, 1 Theſſ. v. 12. Gal. vi. 6. Cc. although there wer 

v wo explicit cov enanting in reference to theſe ends — 
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converſation, and to acts of goſpel-obedience in 
their private and family capacities, in a general 
way of living in the fear of the Lord: for, in vir. 
tue of this relation, they are engaged by their 
own conſent, to walk as brethren in church. 
communion. Now, it muſt be remembered, 
that this walk conſiſts in à fedfaſt continuance in 
the apoſtles doftrine and fellowſhip, and in breakin 

of bread, and in prayer. Perhaps it will be fa 
© that an engagement of this kind is but ſeldom 
„ propoſed to church-members upon their ad- 
„ miſſion, and therefore it is wrong to interpret 
« their liberties a breach of any ſuch engagement, 
e which is not entered into by them, when th 

form their relation to a particular church.” 


theſe parties: and where any is, it is but a form al expreſſing 
of that which otherwiſe is implied; and is neceſſary, not for 
binding up that relation ſimply, but for the better further- 
ing the ends thereof. Therefore in that tie, miniſters and 
people both, are to look upon that — as a mean ſub- 
ſervient to an end, and ſ@ to be regulated by it: and both 
would remember that they do principally Belong to Chriſt; 
and that therefore it is not free to them to article or not, or 
as they will, in that obligation, or otherwiſe than may ſtand 
with the Maſter's end, and delegation foreſaid. (3 From 
this mutual obligation there doth ariſe a more near mutual 
ſympathy between that minfſter and church, than between 
him and any other church, or them and any other miniſter. 
They have common intereſts, common hazards, common joy 
and grief, &c. in which reſpect a cruſs to one of them 1s a 
. croſs to both: and in this reſpect there is « greater ſibneſs 
between them than others not in this peculiar relation. (4) 
As there are peculiar duties called for on both ſides — — 
to other, which are not ſo required between them and others; 
ſo there is a particular charge or reckoning and account which 
will follow thereupon : in this reſpe& a miniſter is to count 
more peculiarly for that particular church than others; and 
the people again, for the reverencing and encouraging of bim 
in a ſpecial manner, as — be 2 from Heb. xii. 17 

And upon this accouut Paul did particularly aggrege the. Gen- 
tiles lighting and grieving gf bim, in bis epiſtle to the Co. 
_ rinthians and Galatians, becauſe of his nk delegation ia 

"reference to them. Expoſition of the Revelation, p- — 
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—— I anſwer ſuch an engagement is reaſonable, 
juſt, and moderate z—it would be proper always 
to mention it explicitly at the admiſſion of mems 
bers, for it is always underſtood ;—and this en- 
gagement is ratified under that great ſeal of the 
Lord's ſupper, which is appointed, among other 
purpoſes, to teſtify the union of theſe ſaints in 
one body, and in ane ſocial connection, who are 
thereof under the ſame miniſtry and 


adminiſtration : for “ we being many, are one. 


« bread, and one body,” 1 Cor. x. 17. 


| 3. This neglect, whatever be the cauſe of it, 
is an offence to he church of God. If an action 


be but of an indifferent nature, it becomes a ſin 
when done with offence, Rom. xiv. 20. All things, 
ſpeaking of meats andthe creatures of God, which 
are all good, being uſed with thankſgiving, and 
without offence ; all things indeed are pure; but 
it is evil for that man who- eateth-with offence. 


Ye are. brethren, do not. then fall out by the 


way; do not wrong one another; and do not 
cruelly deſtroy the peace, the comfort, and edi- 
fication of thoſe for whom Chriſt died; neither 
give occaſion to them that ſeek an occaſion to 


ruin the proſperity and mutual love of your 
connections, nor make the hearts of ſuch ſad, to 


whom you-ſhould adminiſter conſolation. 


Be not deceived. with the notion, that offence 
vu taten at yaur freedoms, while none is given 
for though this were really the caſe, you might 
ill be criminal for taking ſuch freedoms as you 
know will be the occaſions. of offence. Lou 
would: not admit that to be a ſufficient excuſe in 
eivil life becauſe you are ſenſible, that no rela- 


tion could be tolerable, if every one, ſuppoſe an 


huſband, wife, parent, child, maſtzr, ſervant, 
H 3 or 
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Ev or neighbour, was boldly to follow his own 
| choice, and to be a law to himſelf, without pay. 
ing any regard to the pleaſure of thoſe he is re- 
lated to. Our Lord has made /e/f-denial an eſ. 
ſential branch of Chriſtian duty, Marth. xvi. 24. 
But if any man do not deny himſelf to pleaſe his 
brethren, whom he hath ſeen; how can he pre- 
tend, with any reaſon, that he denies himſelf to 
pleaſe Chriſt, whom he hath not ſeen ?—So that 
though your opinion ſhould be right in ſpecula- 
J tion, your practice might be wrong. But I can- 
8 not admit that your liberties, if they are accom- 
| anied with offence, are harmleſs and innocent, 
t is too manifeſt to bear any diſpute, that an ac- 
tion, which is wrong in its circumſtances, is ſo far 
finful. The circumſtances of ſocial actions con- 
fiſt in the relation ſuch actions have to ſociety, 
The neglect of ſtated attendance with their con- 
nections, in all the duties of religious worſhip 
and communion, is to be judged, therefore, not 
by the rectitude of the practice in itſelf, but by 
the relation it has to the church whereof they 
are members; and if it be previouſly known, 
that offence will be taken at this neglect, the ne · 
= becomes, im thefe circumſtances, a fin againſt 
Chriſt. The only anſwer to this reaſoning that 
I can think of, muſt be founded on the follow- 
ing principle; That fuch occafienal neglefts and 
interruptions of flated attendance for hearing ile 
word, for fellowſhip, for breaking of bread, and 
for prayer, are a pofitive branch of Cbriſtian duty, 
It will be ſoon enough to confute this poſition, 
when it comes to be openly affirmed : for though 
looſe practices in Chriſtian ſociety muſt be reſol. 
ved into it, I do not find the principle itſelf 
avowed, Whether this proceeds from inatten- 
tion or deſign, 1 ſhall leave to others to deter- 
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4. This neglect is a real prejudice and hurt to 
the church and congregation you belong to. Ir 
tends to weaken their hands, and to diſcourage 
their hearts. If all the members ſhould adopt 
the ſame ſentiments, and theſe neglects, in courſe, 
become general; they muſt ſoon prove a fatal 
har to the obſervation of any order, and to the 
exerciſe of any diſcipline. Many of the duties 
of church-members. muſt be omitted altogether, 
or elſe performed in a very ſuperficial manner. 
The intimacies of her members muſt be laid a- 
fide, and their love to one another will become 
rery cold. This practice, in a word, hazards 
the peace of the church, defeats the ends of her 
connection, mars her beauty, and ruins the vis 
gour of her ſocial ſervices.— And, finally, 


g. The neglect I caution: church-members: a> 
rinſt, has many pernicious effects upon them- 
ſelves. I do not aver this upon /peculation only, 
but make the appeal to experience, which bears 
vitneſs to all that affirm. Bleſſed be God there 
we ſome exceptions, but it may-be laid down, in 
general, as a fact confirmed by common obſerva- 
ton, — That the appearances of the power of god- 
linefs uſually decay, in proportion as people became 
bx and negligent in the ſtated duties of religious 
mmmunion,—— Prudence, ſurely, forbids us to 
riſk any hazard, in ſuch a- dangerous courle. 


What I have urged may be thought leſs com- 
plete, unleſs a particular argument, on the other 
kde, be confidered, which 1 ſhalk propound and 
uſwer in the words of a ſenfible writer , refer 
rd to formerly. 


* Mr Wallin's Humble Addrefs, Cr. . 25. 26 25. 
| « They 
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C On the other hand, is the cloſe attachment 


cc 
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| bigotry and a party-ſpirit. The ſerpent knows, 


«© Th e, that, notwithſtandin 
wi —_ churches they mas, 
4 beloag to, they ſtill, where they go, ſit has 
© with the children of God, and under.a ſound 
«« gf pel- miniſtry; and that this conduct teſtifies 
their love to all ſaints. This, they ſay, is 
walking in a catholic fpirit, and with the mark 
of univerſal charity. And this, they appre- 
bend, * covers them from blame.” 


Anſ. It may not be amiſs to obſerve — 
that it is one continual labour of the enemy 0 
mankind, againſt Chriſt and his goſpel, to 
diflolve the union, by which, in particular 
churches, Chriſtians are joined in a ſpecial 
and immediate relation to each other. ad 
this he does, among other ways, by inſinua - 
ting, that a zealous and firm attachment to 
the duties of that ſpecial relation, ſavours of 


that an indifferency i in this matter, as it brings 
on a neglect of all order, is the RY way te 
bring a church to ruin. | 


« But to anſwer this allegation more directly 
— Either a particular church-ftate, and that 
ſpecial relation in it, which believers ſtand ir 
to each other, is of divine appointment, or it is 
not.— If it be not, why do theſe perſons, by 
ſolemn act of union and fellowſhip with it 
ſupport and countenance, in the church of 
God, an human invention ?—But if this con 
ſtitution be of the Lord, how will they anſwe 
for neglecting the duties they owe to it? 


of a Chriſtian to all his duty, in the churc 
he immediately belongs to, inconſiſtent yy 
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« 2 catholic ſpirit? They who think fo, muft 
« know very little of what concerns the kingdom 
« of Chriſt; Every particular church and con- 
« pregatian is a conſtituent part of the catholic 
« church. The ſtrength, fruitfulneſs, and glo- 
« ry of the latter, wilt always advance or de- 
« cline, in proportion to the number and con- 
« dition of the former. And hence it may ea- 
« fily be feen, that they who, by diſorder and 
« negligence, bring injury and decay on the 
Chriſtian community they immediately belong 
« to, do, by this means, endamage and endan- 
« ger the whole . And thus the perſons, 
« am now particular] — do, under 
the ſpecious colour of a catholic ſpirit, injure, 
« and indeed betray the catholic church. For, 
« if their example ſhould be univerſally follow- 
« ed, univerſal confuſion would follow likewiſe, 
« and Chriſt would have no appearance of a 
church on earth. F210 


« But, after all the talk of univer/al charity 
among ſuch people, experience ſhews, —That 
they who are the moſt refolved and affiduous 
* to fill up their places in the churches to which 
they are particularly related, beſt witneſs their 
* concern for, and beſt promote the honour 
and intereſt of the catholic body, —— And can 
* it be ſuppoſed, that he, in whom are all the 
* treaſures of wiſdom, hath" fo conſtituted his 
* church, and ſettled all that concerns it, as 
that the neglect of duty in a particular part of 
* it, ſhall become a neceſſary teſtimony of a 
* Chriſtian's love and zeal for the whole? No- 
thing is more contrary to reafon, and the 
* word and honour of the Redeemer.” 


To conclude this direction, I beſeech the 
members 
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members of any particular denomination, of ay 

particular church, or congregation, ſtedfaſtly tg 

maintain their religious connections, and con- 

ſcientiouſly to keep up their attendance with the 

congregations they ſcverally belong to, in all the 

2 of their ſtated fellowſhip, as a goſpel. 
* 8 | | 


Direct. 3. Let Chriftians be diligent in improvin 
_ their religious connections. | | 


The will of God is, that whatever our hand 
findeth to do, ſhould be done with our migh 
Eccl. ix. 10. This implies, in general, two things: 
(x) That the duties of religious communior 

ould be made our great buſineſs. We ſhould 
de always ready and watchful to embrace every 
opportunity to attend on the communion of tt 
church, and ſhould lay aſide every incumbrance 
that might binder us in that attendance. (2. 
That whatever we do in this buſineſs, ſhould be 
done heartily as to. the Lord, and not unto men 
Col. iii. 23. 3 that is, it ſhould be done in th 
fear of God, in obedience to his command, and 
with an eye to his glory, = 
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u this manner of old time did the ſaints abound 
work of the Lard, and have left us an ex. 


in 
ampe of the like diligence and zeal, cheerfulneſs 
and unwearied conſtancy, in every ſocial labou 
of love. All that is neeeflary on this ſubjec 


may be reduced to two heads. b 

1. Carefully embrace every opportunity of 1 
receiving improvement from your Chriſtian and if 
church connections. God hath placed every be 


member in the body according to his wiſdom 


and pleaſure, Some members are more * 
| 77 
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than others, but every one is uſeful in its place; 
ind none of them can truly ſay to the reſt, I 
have no need of you. Thus God hathtemperedt 
the body together, that the members ſbauld have the 
me care one for another, 1 Cor. xii, Every 
Chriſtian ſhould ſtudy to know his place in the 
church, and ſhould uſe means of enjoy- 
ng proper ſupplies from fellow. members, in 
order to furniſh him through for the ſervices of 
his ſtation. Every one ſhould be fwift to hear, 
md forward to ſeek improvements in the power 
of godlineſs to his own ſoul, in every means of 
oſtituted worſhip. Miniſters cannot ſay, they 
have no need of their flocks, nor the moſt ex- 
perienced Chriſtian, that he hath no n&d of his 
nakeſt brother. 
pn 
Watch and pray, and ſtrive, that you enter not 
into temptation, by giving place to a proud con- 
tit of your ſuperior attainments, as if you had 
n0 further need of deriving improvements in the 
duties of religion, in a church-relation, from your 
tonnections; or by a kind of fatal inattention to 
the obligations and benefits of fuch ſervices. Be- 
leve that the ordinances of church fellowſhip 
ire the appointments of Heaven, and the mini- 
tration of the Spirit of Jeſus. Uſe them as 
ſuch, and ſeek to be filled with the Spirit, through 
theſe channels wherein the ſupplies of the Spirit 
low ſo plenteouſly and fo freely. Conſider what 
advantages the moſt improved ſaints may receive 
by a conſcientious attachment to the ſtated offi- 
tes of their communion in a church- relation. 
dereby they are emboldened to profeſs and prac- 
lſe religion with greater firmneſs and courage: 
dereby their ſouls are animated with a warmer 
ire of holy devotion : hereby they are more ef- 
kftually ſecured againſt apoſtacy, and even _ 
luke- 
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lukewarmneſs in the cauſe of truth and holinek, 
and hereby they are more. confirmed and eſta- 
bliſhed in their moſt holy faith, - 

4 ; 

2. Cheerfully embrace every opportunity, and 
comply with every call to communicate facial in- 
provement, in a church-relation.. Do not bury 
your Lord's talents in the earth, far leſs ſhould 
you employ them to his diſhonour, and to the 

rejudice of his people. Your gifts are not be- 
— on you for any ſuch purpoſt, but for a 
much nobler end. Often review that elegant 
repreſentation of the caſe, drawn by the pencil of 
inſpiration, 1 Cor. xii. .— 13. Now there 
« are diverſitics of gifts, but the fame Spirit, And 
* there are differences of adminiſtrations, but 
* the ſame Lord. And there are diverfities o 
© operations, but it is the ſame God, which work 
© eth all in all. But the manifeſtation of the Spi- 
« rit, is given to every man to profit withal. For 
© to one is given by the Spirit, the word of wil- 
% dom; to another the word of knowledge b 
© the ſame Spirit; to another faith by the ſame 
« Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the 
< ſame Spirit; to another the working of mi 
© racles;z to another prophecy ; to another dif: 
« cerning of ſpirits; to another divers kinds of 
«© tongues 3 to another the interpretation of 
„ tongues. But all theſe worketh that one and 
te the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to every man { 
«« verally as he will. For as the body is one, and 
& hath many members, and all the members of 
cc that one body, being many, are one body: {c 
« alſo is Chriſt. For by one Spirit are we al 
© baptized into one body, whether we be Jer 
t or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 
& have been all made to drink into one —_ 
edicatd 
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Dedicate your gte, graces; time, and - 
fance, to the honour of che church, and employ 
them for the gaad of your brethren, as far as 
may be' conſiſtent wich your general and ſpecial 


Tour gifts of knowledge, wiſdom, and prudence, 
ſhould be employed for the honour of the church, 
and to edify one another. Be aſhamed to think 
that you would neglect to exerciſe, in a cauſe ſo 
18 200d, and fer a purpoſe: fo noble, theſe endow- 
ai ments, which are deſigned to profit the body of 
of Chriſt. But if you take your Lord's talents, and 
reg ufc them as inſtruments of unrightequſneſs unto 
d fin, by employing them for your own advantage, 
ug honour, and applauſe, to ſwell your own pride, 
to pervert juſtiee, to occaſion ſtrife, to extenuate 
error and vice, or to ſerye a friend at the expenee 
of truth my ſoul ſhudders at the alarming con- 
ſequences !—— you muſt, iadeed you muſt be 
muzzlcd and ſpeechleſs, when you ſtand impeach- 
ed by God himſelf, of the heinous crimes of re- 
bellion, ingratitude, injuſtice, and treachery. 
A horrid catalogue, whole united force is con- 
centered in a point! = 


Your graces of faith, repentance, meekneſs, long- 
4 ſuffering, hope, patience, love, and jay, ought to 
de uſed for the edification of the body of Chriſt. 
they are the fruits of his bleſſed Spirit, and ma- 
ny of them ſhine brighteſt in ſocial life. Every 
divine temper ſhould be ſubſervient to the wel- 
fare, and afliſting to the comfort of religious fel- 
lowſhip, that we may in all things grow up into 
Chrifc, as our head. | 


Your time ſhould be employed, in a reaſonable 
proportion, for promoting the intereits of reli- 
gion 


* 


* 
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gion in the church or.con ion you belon 
to. I do not ſpeak of 2 vbiek 
ought to be kept ſtrictly holy; but of ſo much 
time and trouble, as may be found neceſſary to 
diſcharge every duty you owe both to the body, 
and to the ſeveral members of it. Do not grudge 
reaſonable time and attendance in ſuch ſervices; 
but eagerly catch the preſent opportunity and 


ſeaſon of doing good. — Finally, 


Your ſubſtance ſhould, in a ſuitable proportion, 
be devoted to the ſervice of your brethren in 


:church-fellowſhip; both by contributing for the 
decent ſupport of a goſpel-miniſtry, and by re- 
lieving, according to your ability and opportuni- 
ty, ſuch poor as ſeem to be of the houſehold of 
faith. Both theſe are.incumbent on the ſaints by 
every obligation of duty and love, 


\ 


To ſum up what has been mentioned on this 
direction, I beſeech you, in the bowels of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to embrace willingly and 
cheertully every opportunity that you can have, 


both to receive and to communicate ſocial im- 


provement, in a church- relation. 


Direct. 4. Let church-members be fearful of 
breaking their religious conneftions, 

J have a meſſage from God unto you, and, in 
his name, I demand a favourable hearing. My 


. meflage is, to inform theſe who have cars to 


hear, what the Spirit ſaith unto the churches, 
in ſuch paſſages as thele, Heb, iii. 12. 13. 
« Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in any of 
«© you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
« from the living God. But exhort one —_— 
| al 
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« daily while it is called, To-day; leſt any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 
« fin,” Chap. x. 24. 25. © And let us conſider 
© one another, to provoke unto love, and to 
« good works: not forfaking the aſſembling of 
« ourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is; 
« but exhorting one another: and ſo much the 
« more, as ye Le the day approaching.” Chap. 
xi, 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. Wherefore, lift up the 
hands which hang down, and the feeble knees. 
« And make ſtraight paths' for your feet, leſt: 
« that which is lame be turned out of the way, 
« but let it rather be healed, Follow peace wich 
« all men, and holineſs, without which no man 
4 ſhall ſee the Lord: looking diligently, leſt a- 
ny man fail of the grace of God; leſt any 
root of bitterneſs ſpringing up, trouble you, 
« and thereby many be defiled : leſt there be any 
„ fornicator, or profane perſon, as Eſau, who 
for one morſel of meat ſold his birth-right.” - 


Your connections are not occaſional or tem- 
porary, and therefore you ought to be well ſatiſ- 
ted, that the grounds upon which you would 
diſſolve them are ſolid and clear. I ſhall exem- 
plify this direction in ſome inſtances. py 


t. Do not reſign your own judgment, in or- 
der to imitate theſe who. are reckoned great, or 
good, learned, or wiſe men, This has Eds 
proved a ſnare to religious people. Follow them 
only as far as you ſee them followers of Chriſt; 
Make not men, but the Bible, your rule. Hu- 
man authority and example are apt to miſlead, 
and therefore both of them muſt be reſponſible 
at the bar of divine revelation. 


2. Do not break your religious connections 
TN raſhly, 


— — — — — — - 
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raſhly, on account of perſonal offences. Offen- 
ces will come in every ſociety; and it is eaſy to 
account for more offences coming in the church 
of Chriſt, than in almoſt any ſociety whatever. 
But will every perſonal offence, nay, I will ven- 
ture to ſay more, will any perſonal offente, war- 
rant church- members to forſake, or break of 
their fellowſhip, in a church- relation? If chis 
cauſe were ſufficient, the church of Chriſt muſt 
be the moſt precarious, unfortunate conſtitution 
on the face of the earth. Let me only add, that 
this ſuppoſition makes void the wiſdom and au- 
thority of Chriſt's appointment, relative to of- 
fences, Matth. xviii. 15.—18., —— How very cri- 
minal muſt theſe be in the ſight of God, who ſe- 
parate themſelves from church-communion, on 
account of perſonal animoſities, and generally 
without attempting any friendly meaſure to re 


move the fcandal! But what words can deſcribe 


the impious folly of ſuch as diſſolve their reli- 
gious connections, merely on the credit of mali- 
cious tale-bearers| Their abſurdity, however, is 
exceeded. by the unfeeling hardneſs of ſome dark 
ungodly minds, which are capable, firſt of con- 
triving, and then of improving groundleſs impu- 
tations againſt innocent perſons, in order to ſerve 
as a pretence for juſtifying a wiſhed-for ſepara- 
ton; 1 


3. Endeavour to give an early ſtop to thoſe 
things that are likely to make a breach upon 
unity and order. This is agreeable to the advice 
of the wiſe man, who aſſures us, that the be- 
« ginning of ſtrife is as when one letteth out wa- 
te ter ; therefore,“ ſays he, © leave off contention 
c before it be meddled with,” Prov. xvii. 14. 
No ſooner is the bank of a river broken, but the 


water will ſpread, and carry all before it with an 


irreſiſtible, 
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irreſiſtible violence. When paſſions begin to 
riſe, it is the beſt way immediately to ſuppreſs 
them, becauſe no one can tell how far they ſhall 
be carried; nor into what indecencies men ma 
be tranſported by giving way to wrath. It is 
certainly the moſt prudent courſe to avoid the 
occaſions of ſtrife, and _ early to reſiſt every 
thing that has any viſible tendency towards it. 
How great miſchiefs, and what lamentable divi- 
fions have been occaſioned: by very ſmall begin- 
nings of contention! - The little heterogeneous 
vapours, which the ſun exhales from the earth, 
often deſcend in tempeſt and thunder; ſo, ſmall 
differences, heightened by pride, fall in a-mighty 
ſtorm, and ſpread confuſion and diſorder, where 
once nothing but love and peace reigned. How 

reat a matter | does a-little fire kindle! A few 
parks, ſtruck into a magazine, will inſtant! 
blow up and tear all in pieces. Therefore, ſuf- 
fer the word of exhortation, 1 Pet. iv. 8. © A- 
* bove all things have fervent charity among 
« yourſelves; for charity ſhall cover the multi- 
« rude of fins.” | 


Many conſiderations might be urged to excite, 
in church-members, a jealous caution, and god- 
ly fear, of every thing, that tends to break their 
religious connections. Beware of ſcparation, 
(„.) For your own ſakes, and for the good of 
your immortal ſouls, which is much promoted 
by keeping up your communion with the ſaints 
in the duties of religion. (2.) For the ſake of 
the church, whoſe beauty is marred by diviſion, 
ſo that ſhe becomes black when her mother's 
children are angry with her, Song i. 6. (3.) For 
the ſake of your miniſters, who may expoſtulate 
wich you in the words of the apoſtle, Gal: iv. 
13.— 17.“ Ye know how through infirmity of 

I 3 « the 
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« the fleſh, I preached the goſpel unto you at the 
« firſt, And my temptation which was in. my 
« fleſh, ye deſpiſed not, nor rejected; but re- 
& ceived me as an angel of God, even as Chriſt 
&«& Jeſus. Where is then the bleſſedneſs you ſpake 
« of ? for I bear you record, that if it had been 
s poſſible, ye would have plucked out your own 
d eyes, and have given them to me. Am! 
& therefore become your enemy, becauſe I tell 
« you the truth? They zealouſly affect you, 
* but not well; yea, they would exclude you, 
« that you might affect them.” (g.) For the 
ſake of your brethren, who have a reaſonable 
claim to your affection and labour of love, that 
their hearts may be encouraged, and their hands 
ſtrengthened in God, Jude 17.—23. ** But, be- 
© loved, remember ye the words which were 
% ſpoken before of the apoſtles of our Lord je- 
“ fus Chriſt: how that they told you there 
“ ſhould be mockers in the laſt time, who 
« ſhould walk after their own ungodly luſts. 
% Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſen- 
4 ſual, having not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, 
© building up yourſelves on your moſt holy 
« faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keep your- 
t ſelves in the love of God, looking for the 
« mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal 
« life. And of ſome have compaſſion, making 
6 a difference: and others ſave with fear, pull- 
ing them out of the fire; hating even the gar- 
« ment ſpotted by the fleſh.” But above all, 
(5.) For the ſake of Chriſt, the Prince of peace, 
who, in his ſolemn interceſſion, earneſtly pray- 
ed, John xvii. 11. 21. 22. 23. And now I am 
« no more in the world, but theſe are in the 
© world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 
« keep through thine own name, thoſe whom 


„ thou haſt given me, that they may be one, as 
« ye 


— 


> 
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« we. are. That they.all may be one, as thou, 
« Father, art in me, and I in thee; that they 
« alſo may be one in us: that the world may 
« believe that thou haſt ſent me, And the glo- 
« ry which thou gaveſt me, I have given them: 
« that they may be one, even as we are one. I 
« in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
* made perfect in one, and that the world may 
« Know that thou haft ſent me, and haſt loved 
« them, as thou haſt loved me. For his ſake, 


- whoſe religion is uniform and conſiſtent, whoſe 


truths and inſtitutions conſtitute one undivided 
whole, the ſcope of them being Jeſus Chrift, the 
fame - yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever, Heb. 
xiii. 8,—For his ſake, whoſe intereſts are far 
from being different and oppoſite : far his houſe 
and kingdom are not divided againſt themſclves, 
or elſe they would be brought to deſolation.— 
For his ſake, whoſe body, the church, is undi- 
vided, and called in one hope of their calling. 
And— for his ſake, who is the only Lord, and 
Lawgiver, and Head of the church, and who, 
in all things, has the pre- æminence. 


Now, where there are ſo many inducements 
to unity, ſhould we not be fearful of diviſions 
and ſeparation ? And ſhould we not be cautious, 
how far we carry a ſeparation, even where the 
cauſes are clear and neceflary ? Dr Manton well 
obſerves, that as long as a lower degree of ſe- 
% paration will ſerve the turn, we ſhould not go 
* to a higher; it is a great weakening to the in- 
« tereſt of Chriſt, when we preſently draw 
“things to an extremity “.“ | F 


Therefore, I again repeat the counſel to every 


ehurch- member, — Be fearful of breaking your re- 


ligious connections. Conſider the tendency of 
** Manton on Jude 19. 
ſuch 
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fuch a courfe, were yon to purſue it. (t.) I 
takes off that edge and fervour of Chriſtian loye, 
which is an eſſential branch of vital Chriſtianity; 
for one who feparates himſelf without fear, be- 
comies indifferent to the comfort and edification 
of his brethren, (2.) It makes an unhappy im- 

effion upon the minds of theſe who ſee profeſ. 
ors, eminent for knowledge and experience, 
walking in vague and lools connections: for 
hereby they are induced to think, that the inti- 
macies of church-fellowſhip, which derive fo 
much benefit upon mankind, are of ſmall im- 
portance, and perhaps even to ſet them to the 
account of bigotry and fuperſtition. (3.) It 
makes men . of the edification of their 
neighbours, and 'particularly of fellow-Chri- 
ftians, whom they begin to look upon with indif- 
ference, and to cenfure for too much preciſeneſs, 
whenever a miſunderſtanding falls in. (4.) It 
makes men inditferent to the weightieſt concerns 
of vital godlineſs: for if a man become peeviſh 
in what refers to his brother's comfort, he muſt, 
of courſe, loſe a preſent ſenſe of the authority 
and love of God; and where theſe fade, the glo- 
ry of Chriſtianity in its powerful operations is 
departed. | 


I ſhall now conclude the whole with an 4D- 
DRESS to thefe who ſeparate themſelves without a 
juſt cauſe from their connections, and wantonly 
burſt the bands of religious fellowſhip. Confi- 
der what you have done,—upon what principles 
you have ated, —and the native tendency of your 
courſe.. Give place to ſerious reflections on theſe 
important topics; and bear with me while J en- 
deavour to ſtate them to your thoughts in che 
beſt light I am able. 

Firft, 


t 
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Firſt, Conſider what you, hau dm Scemoth. 
it to you, my dear friends, a light thing to ſepay, 
rate yourſelves: from your brethren, with w 
you took ſweet counſel in going to the houſe, 


God? Have you done it with pleaſure, and do 


you review it without regret ? Is che review pain · 
ful or pleaſant to your minds? Perhaps yo 
cxutt in being free, and happy, and unſhackled 
of all the reſtraints. of your focial intimacies.: 
Such glorying is not good. Doth not even na- 
ture teach you, that you cannot poſſibly. diſen- 
gage yourſelves. from religious ſacjety, without 
doing an eſſential injury to the power and ener- 
ciſe of godlineſs in your on fouls? Lie not 
againſt the truth, by making bold 2 os 
to greater improvements in the divine life, as the 
effect of your ſeparating courſes Suck: preten- 
ſions are common enough, but they are rarely 
juſtified by their fruits. The connection which 
the Spirit of God has made in their character is 
too often verified in their conduct, Jude 19. 
«© Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſen- 
« ſual, having not the Spirit,” 


You have detached yourſelves from the moſt 
inſtructive and delightful intimacies of commu- 
nion with the ſaints; with whom you were wont 
to aſſemble ſtatedly in acts of church-fellowſhip. 
You have broken theſe uniting bands, which for- 
merly knit your ſouls together in faith, and love, 
and obedience, You are verily guilty concerning 
your brethren, whoſe edification you are under 
every obligation to promote: and you have figs 
ned againſt r own ſouls, by withdrawin 
from the moſt uſeful, communion af your be 
Chriſtian friends, You have laid a ſtumbling - 
block before the world, which tends to confirm 
them in their alienation from, and enmity 2 

© 
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the ways of Chriſt, while they ſee them treated 
with ' fo very little reſpe&t by thefe who had 
profeſſed ' the greateſt regard ro them. In one 
word; your ſeparating courſes tend to undermine 
and deſtroy the kingdom of Chriſt in the world; 
and if they do not actually diflolve all the ſacred 
ties of religious fellowſhip, it is only becauſe 
your example is not univerſally followed. Con- 
fider; I beſeech you, what you have done, with 
the moſt ſerious. attention; and examine your 
conduct without partiality or prejudice, remem- 
bering in whoſe fight you are, and in whoſe pre- 
ſence you act. It is both fooliſh and wicked to 
pleaſs yourſelves with an apology that will ſerve 
to juſtify you before men, while God, with 
whom you have to do, knoweth your heart, 
Wherefore, laying aſide all pride, prejudice, and 
felfiſh regards, review, in the light of the ſcrip- 
tures, in the full perſuaſion of the impartial 
and deciſive ſentence of the righteous Judge of 
heaven and earth,—review the part you have a&- 
ed, and come to the openeſt manifeſtation of the 
truths and will of God, that your deeds: may ap- 
pear to your own couſciences to. be what they 
really are, | 7 


© Secondly, Conſider upon what principles you 
have acted in ſeparating, with unprovoked wan- 
tonneſs, from your rellgious connections. As 
« a man thinketh in his heart, ſois he.“ Unleſs 
you can ſatisfy your own conſciences, and enter- 
tain the —— of being approved of God, 
in regard to the motives and ends which govern 
22 in the courſe you take, it muſt be 
oth criminal and dangerous to be eafy and 
thoughtleſs in a matter of ſuch moment in the 
Chriſtian life. In eſtimating your leading prin- 
ciples, beware af mocking God, or of putting 
conſcience, 
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conſcience, which is the candle of the Lord, un- 
der a buſhel. You know, it is not theſe that 
commend themſelves, but theſe whom God com- 


mendeth, that are approved. Bear with me 


then while I ſuggeſt the following queſtions; 
and may the Lord, the Spirit, carry home heart- 
felt convictions of your real motives and inten- 


tions. ; 4 : 


Has pride no ſhare. in the direction of your 
conduct? You are called to put on .humbleneſs of 
mind, and to be clothed with humility; imitating 
the dignified example of the meek and lowly. Je 
ſus, who condeſcends to men of low degree. A 
proud heart and a proud look are. an abomina- 
tion in the fight of God. Pride is generally a 
conſpicuous part of the character of dividing 
ſpirits. Aſk your own hearts, whether or not 
this diabolical temper: has any influence on the 
part you act. Can you indeed fay, with a good 
conſcience, that your contentions and ſeparation 
have not been an effect of pride? Look to it, and 
confider well what anſwer ye will give to that 
jealous God, who hath reſpect to the lowly, but 
will abaſe the proud and haughty ſinner, whoſe 
ſoul is lifted up againſt the honour and proſperi- 
ty of his fellow- profeſſors. He that is puffed up 
with.proud contempt of his brother, whom. he 
hath ſeen, mocks God, and abuſes the world, if 
he pretends to walk humbly with God, whom he 
hath not ſeen. Gal. v. 26.“ Let us not be de- 
« ſirous of vain-glory, provoking one another.“ 


Has not e. love made you partial in contend- 
ing with your brethren? You ſhould love your 
neighbours as yourſelves ; for this is the law and 
the prophets. Whatſoever you would that men 
thould do to you, you ſhould even do ſo to _ 
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Tuis is vight/ititfeIf, and ia good: work which is 
firable urnto men. Bring your ſeparating 
<ourſes wo che light of divine truth; and let 
Gods wOoH h judge whether you have net been 
the firſt to kindle the ſparks of diviſion; or to 
low' the growing flame; and whether a/ ſuperior 
love to your wn ieredit, humour, and reputa- 
tion, hath not prompted you to ſuch oh waa 
Say not within yourſelves, Are we dogs that we 
ould do fuck things The leſs ſuſpicious you are, 
the greater reaſon you have for anxious jealouſy 
in this matter. Self- love is dangerous, becauſe 
it is ſubtle and ſecret in its operations. um 
man will come after 'Chrift, as 'a companion of 
them that love him, let him duny himſelf, Matth. 
Xvi. 26. 121 R 5 


Has unbelief no influence upon your dividing 
courfes? An evil heart of unbelief departs from 
the living God, Heb. iii. 12. Does the word of 
hriſt d well richly in you, and do you abide by 
faith and love in the dectrine of ' Chriſt, while 
you ſeparate from the endearing intimacies of 
his people? The belief of revealed truth is the 
centte of union and fellowſhip among the ſaints: 
for they are built upon the foundation of the a- 
*poftles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the chief corner-ſftone. They who ſeparate 
"themfelves from the members and ordinances of 
-Chriſt, evidently ſhow, that they do not hold 

the head, even Chriſt, in the exerciſe of faith. 
An unbelieving heart turns you aſide from the 
company and from the footſteps of the flock. A 
- dreadful cenſure ! but a ſofter conſtruction would 
be criminal and dangerous. I dare not retyat 
it, nor even attempt to make an apology for it, 
1 John i. 5.8.“ This then is the meſſage which 
% me- have heard of him, and declare unto = 
| a 40 
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* that God is light, and in him is no darkneſs 
* at all. If we fay that we have fellowſhip with 
% him, and walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do 
« not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as 
« he is in the light, we have fellowſhip one with 
« another, and the blood of Jefus Chriſt his 
« Son cleanſeth us from all fin. If we fay that 


« we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves; and the 
« truth is not in us.“ | 


Has @ ſpirit of licentiouſneſt no intereſt in the 
part you chooſe to act? — heartily approve 
the laws of Chrift, becauſe they are ſpiritual, 
and holy, and juft, and good ? Perhaps, if the 
queſtion were put to you ſeverally, you would 
anſwer in the affirmative, and even juſtify your- 
ſelves, by ſevere recriminations upon your former 
connections, for their diſaffection and negligence. 
1 am not, in the leaſt, ſurpriſed to find men of 
diviſive ſpirits attempt to vindicate themſelves, 
and reſiſt conviction, on this principle. But T 
aſk you, in behalf of God, what your real ſen- 
timents are concerning the order which is in 
Chriſt, while you pay ſo little regard to the du- 
ties of your 2, Do not you 
reckon it a yoke of bondage? Does not your ne- 
glect proceed from a diſlike of the ſtrictneſs of 
Heaven's appointments? Do not you wiſh for 
ſome more indulgence than the authority -of 
Chriſt allows you ? .In a word, does not the love 
of eaſe, floth, and conformity to a preſent evil 
world, manifeſtly appear in your diſaffection to 


the ſpiritual ſervices of church-fellowſhip ? 


Have you no ambition to be thought religions 
and devout upon eaſy terms; and to maintain 
the character of diſciples without much expence? 
It is very uſual for fuch as divide themſelves prac- 
ically — the communion of the ſaints, to be 
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fooliſh and forward talkers, pretending to great 
eminence in religious experience, and cenſuring 
with malicious ſeverity, all that do not pay them 
the compliment of being pious and regular Chri- 
ſtians. To have the name of holy and judicious 
perſons, ſeems to be the great object of their am- 
- bition; but to be in reality what they affect to be 
eſteemed and called, is a more difficult matter, 
and requires more activity than they chooſe ts 
' beſtow. Is this your way of judging, or not? 
Do you only want to ſecure a name that you 
live} Do you take liberties in negleCting your 
duty to God, and to your brethren, becauſe the 
ſervices of religious fellowſhip are a grievous 
burden? You may, by ſuch courſes, maintain a 
.name that you live ; but remember, that while 
you act on ſuch principles, you are really dead. 


Conſider, I beſeech you, upon what principles 
vou have acted in forſaking the communion of 
ſaints, and try them at the bar of God's word. 
J have no right to judge your heart, and I pretend 
to none; but I charge you, in the ſight of God, 
and in the proſpect of a future judgment, to 
Judge yourſelves, that ye be not judged. I do not 
call you to make an apology to men, where in- 
genuity and art might be of ſome ſervice to fur- 
niſh materials for a defence; but I call you to 
give the all · ſeeing, juſt, and jealous Ca an ac- 
count of your ſtewardſhip; and to weigh your 
motives and governing intentions in the balance 
of his ſanctuary. | 

Thisdly, Conſider the native tendency of your 
Separating courſe. A corrupt tree bringeth Grth 
bad fruit. Your way is evil, and the tendency of 
it is pernicious. You may take a ſpecimen of it 
in the following inſtances. It tends to grieve the 
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Spirit, to diſhonour Chriſt, to offend the ſaints; 
to harden your own hearts, and to make the 
wicked triumph and blaſpheme. (1.) It grieves 


be Spirit of truth, who is, in the ſaints, a Spirit 


of love. Diviſions are works of the fleſh, which 
are diametrically oppoſite to the fruits of the 
Spirit. Oh] do not the abominable thing which 
the Spirit of God hateth. Wo unto you, if you 
provoke the Holy Ghoſt to ceaſe to ſtrive with 
you, to reprove, or comfort you. Beware of 
W in a courſe ſo diſhonouring to this ado- 
rable Perſon, and ſo contrary to his office and 
honour. (2.) Separation from the ſacred inti- 
macies of the Chriſtian church tends to di 
nour Chrift. Is Chriſt divided? 1 Cor. i. 13. The 
church is one body, whereof Chriſt is the head. 
Diviſions carry in them a reflection, as though 
Chriſt were divided, and ſeem to go upon this 
principle, that the church. has more heads than 
one, Unto them that believe, Chriſt is precious; 
but his perſon, doctrine, and kingdom, are diſ- 
honoured, when people ſeparate themſelves from 
the regular, ſtated fellowſhip of his people. (3. 


Such a courſe tends to fend the ſaints, whoſe 


righteous ſouls are vexed at the reproaches hereby 
— caſt upon Chriſt. It is injurious to their 

onour, it diſturbs their peace, it weakens their 
love, and it is the very oppoſite of that glorious 
ſtate in heaven, where the church of the firſt-born 
ſhall ſerve God and the Lamb for ever, with cor- 
dial and united zeal. (4.) Your fepatating courſes 
muſt have a fatal tendency to harden your own 
hearts; The farther that lines drawn-from the 
centre to the circumference in a circle, are di- 
ſtanced trom one another, the greater is their 
diſtance from the centre ; and the more that-- 
Chriſtians are ſeparated from one another, the 
marc they are removed _ the light, _— 
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and influence of Jeſus Chriſt, the Sun of righ 
teouſneſs. In this condition, what but deadneſs, 
formality, and decays in the divine life, can en- 
ſuc to the children of God ; white mere formaliſts 
are more and more hardened through the deceit- 
. fulneſs of this ſinful courſe? And, (5.) This 
e tends to make the wicked triumph and 
 blaſpheme, while they ſee fo little regard to the 
order and appointed rules of Chriſtian ſociety, 
. prevailing among ſuch as arecalled by the Chriſtian 
name. Wo to the man by whom offences come 
to an ungodly generation, Occaſions of ſtum 
bling are certainly taken ſometimes without a 
cauſe, and then the blame reſts only upon the 
rſon offended ; but a factious, untender pro- 
flor is juſtly chargeable with the confequences 
of his ſeparating courſes, fo far as they give occa- 
non to the wicked to ſpeak evil of the ways of 


Ponder theſe things, and weigh them with im- 
partial attention. Reject every argument for or 
againſt your ſeparating courſes, which is not au- 
thorized in the oracles of God. H your way is 
really criminal, if the principles you act on are 
really odious, and if the tendency of your conduct 
is really pernicious; it certainly becomes your 
indiſpenſable duty to hear what the Spirit ſaith 
unto the churches. The epiſtle to the church in 
Epheſus delineates your character, and preſcribes 
to your caſe: Rev. ii. 4. 5. Neverthelcſs, I 
« have ſomewhat againſt thee, becaute thou haſt 
6 left thy firſt love. Remember therefore from 
© whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do 
&« the firſt-works ; or elſe I will come unto thee 
« quickly, and will remove thy candleſtick out 
© of his place, except thou repent.” I fhall on- 
ly add the animated remonſtrance of God againſt 

f a 
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2 people laden with iniquity of the ſame kind wi 


yours, Which is recorded for your learning, Jer. 
viii, 4. — 12. Moreover, thou ſhalt ſay unto 
4 them, Thus faith the Lord, Shall they fall, 
« and not ariſe ? ſhall he turn away, and not re- 
« turn? Why then is this people of Jeruſalem 
« flidden back, by a perpetual backfliding ? they 
& hold faſt deceit, they refuſe to return. I heark 
« enced and heard, but they ſpake not aright: no 
© man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, 
« What have I dbne? every one turned to his 
« courſe, as the horſe ruſhcth into the battle. 
« Yea, the ſtork in the heaven knoweth her ap- 
« pointed times, and the turtle, and the crane, 
« and the ſwallow obſerve the time of their co- 
« ming; but my people know not the judgment 
« of the Lord. How do ye ſay, We are wiſe, 
« and the law of the Lord is with us? Lo, cer 
te tainly in vain. made he it, the pen of the ſcribes. 
„ is in vain, The wiſe men are aſhamed, they 
are diſmayed and taken; lo, they have reject 
the word of the Lord, and what wiſdom is in 
„ them? Therefore will I give their wives un- 
“ to others, and their fields to them that ſhall 
« inherit them: for every one from the leaſt 
« even unto the greateſt is given to covetoufneſs, 
from the prophet even unto the prieſt, every 
« one dealeth falſely. For they have healed the 
hurt of the daughter of my people flightly, 
« ſaying, Peace, peace, wiren there is no peace. 
« Were they aſhamed when they had committed 
« abomination ? nay, they were not at all aſha- 
* med, neither could they bluſh : therefore ſhall. 
* they fall among them that fall, in the time of 
their viſitation they ſhall be caſt down, ſaith the 
Lord.“ | 
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General Con TENTS of the werk. 

Vor. I. An introductory diſcourſe on the natvre, 
manner, andobligations of the worſhip of God, 
in general; with a diſſertation concerning li- 
turgies,—are prefixed. : Then, 

The ordinances. of reading the ſcriptores;— of 
preaching the goſpel; of hearing the word ;— 
of ſinging;the praiſes af God;—of prayer ;—of 
bleſſing the congregation ;—of the ſacraments 

in geueral;—ot baptiſm; and—of the Lord's 
ſupper ;—are couſidere d in nine different 
chapters. . 

Vor. II. The ordinances of the- obſervation of 
the Lord's day ;—of the obſervation of times 
of religious thankſpiving;—of the obſervation. 
of times of-religious faiting ;—of miniſterial 
viſitations of rhe flock, where an account is 
given of relative duties of miniſterial vi- 

; — of the ſick ;—of catechiſing of ſo 
cial religious meetings ;—of _— religion; 
—of perſonal religion ;—of liberality to the 
poor ;—of ſwearing by the name of God;—of 
vowing to the Lord'; and—of caſting of lots; 
are couſidered in thitteen different chaptess. 
With an appendix. 
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CONDITIONS. 


I. This work will conſiſt of 2 volumes 12ims, 
each containing near 380 pages, and will be 
printed with a new type, and on a good 


paper. , 
n. The book will be delivered to ſubſcribers, 
either in ſeparate volumes, or. when the work 


is completed, at 2 7. 6 d. per volume, bound 
and titled. 


III. A few copies will be thrown off on e ſuper- 
fine paper, at 3 1. per volume. 


It is intreated, that thoſe who incline to en- 
courage the publication, will give in their names 
without delay. 
"0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS taken in by Gaar and 
Als ron, the Publiſhers, Edinburgh; and by 
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To the PUBLIC. 


+ This work is divided into centuries; unde 
each of which is given, in four diſtin& ſecs 
tions, the hiſtory of, (1.) The external events, 
proſperous andcatamitous, propagation of Chris 
ſtianity, perſecution, Cc. (a.) The ſtate of learn. 
3 ing, literary, philoſophical, and theological, 
© {(3,) The ſtate of practical religion, relative to 
_ wortbip, government, diſcipline, and perſonal 
conduct of the clergy and laity.. (4.) The con- 
tentions that troubled the church, relative to 
errors, hereſies, and ſchiſms. | | 
After the reformation, the hiſtory of the eaſt. 
ern churches ; of the Papiſts; of the Lutherans; 
and of the reformed or Calviniſt churches, is 
diſtinctly exhibited ; and the external events 
ſtate of learning, ſtate of practical religion, an 
the various diſputes and ſchiſms of each, are 
pointed out. The Appendix contains diſtinc 
hiſtories of Philoſophers, Deiſts, Socinians, Ar- 
minians, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, &c. = 


The uſefulneſs of church · hiſtory for under- 
ſtanding of the predictory oracles of ſcripture z 
for diſplaying the wiſdom, power, goodneſs, and 
equity of God; and for the ſelf debaſement of 
men; and warning Chriſtians, chiefly church- 
rulers, to ſtudy a cloſe attention to the ſcrip- 
tures, and a conſtant dependence on the. Fpecidl 
directions of God, is abundantly obvious. As the 
propoſed abridgment attempts to comprehend 
the whole ſubſtance of the celebrated hiſtory « 
the great Moſheim, together with a mul- 
titude of additional hints from other noted hi- 
ſtorians, it is hoped, that through the bleſſing 
of God, it will prove conducive to theſe valuable 
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